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EIOHTEEN HUNDRED AND 

FIFTEEN. 



. PREFATORY CHAPTER, 

Which telUth how the Author came to write tlte 
IS 'subsequent pages. 



(^ mand, sigDi-^<nrom that fountain of 



. For some months past I have been 
, anxiously expecting his Majesty*s com- 



honor and generosity the Prince Re- 
gent, to fill some important and lucra- 
tive official appointment, by way of 
recompence for the piece of historio- 
graphic loyalty which I sent Forth to 
the world in the last y^ar under the 
title oF'^ A MONTH IN rrowj«j/' Every 
time my street door has been assailed 
by a fashionable rap — " Zounds,*' I 
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2 EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 

have exclaimed — " Mercury is at last 
come to conduct me to the paradise of 
power!" Judge then, oh, most consi- 
derate reader, how disappointed and 
chap-fallen looked the flatterer of kings, 
and emperors^ and regents, and such 
like lustres of this terrestrial globe, 
when the maid servant (for man servant 
hath he none, save a half-starved boy to 
clean his boots and shoes) hath deli- 
vered to him, perchance, a letter from 
some duke or lord spiritual or temporal, 
couched in something like the following 
concise but complimentary anomaly of 

language. — " The Duke of *s com- 

'' ptiments to Mr. Hedgehog, thinks his 
^* expectations of an important post 
" perfectly reasonable ; but conceives it 
'^ very unlikely that they will be realized 
until he can persuade the disposers of 
places and pensions that his well meant 
praise is not satire in masquerade.'* 
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/ 

At the close of a day of more than 
ordinary solicitude, when I had abso- 
lutely fatigued myself with hope, I sat 
down to my writing-table, fully deter- 
mined to address an elaborate epistle to 
the highest quarter, setting forth the 
advantages which must result from the 
appointment of a court historiographer 
as well as a poet-laureat, and enumer- 
ating my own claims and merits ; but 
alas, after commencing and recommen- 
cing my letter, some five or six timesr, 
an intellectual lethargy suddenly over- 
twhelmed me, my head fell upon my desk, 
and fancy exerted her utmost power to 
compensate for the actual disappoint- 
ments of the day. 

Methought I was still sitting at my 
desk, when a handsome chariot stopped 
at my door, and in a few moments, a 
certain illustrious colonel, was intro- 

B 9 



4 EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 

duced to roe. ' I had never seen the 
great man before, curiosity therefore 
very naturally, for a moment^ got the 
better of good breeding, and I occupied 
myself for some seconds in taking a 
survey of the person of one of so much 
political importance. He was not six 
feet in height ; he had no< the most £»s- 
cinafing countenance in the world ; his 
eyes were not full of fire ; his nose was 
not aquiline ; his hair was not auburn ; 
but fancy, which is at best a very ca- 
pricious elf, painted, him exactly the 
reverse of all these, making him who is 
in truth a perfect Adonis, and a man who 
carries the love . of mankind, aye, and 
womankind too, by storm, a most puny, 
disfigured, and ill-featured mortal, with- 
out an ornament of grace, Methought, 
gentle reader, the great man conde- 
scendingly addressed himself to me, 
stating that the pink of princes had been 
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touched by my merits, and had resolved 
tcr snatch me from a situation of cheer- 
less dependence to one of honourable 
affluence as. a reward for my fidelity and 
loyalty. He then desired me to accom- 
pany hrm to his carriage, for that he 
/was authorized forthwith to convey me 
to the pialace of his master, the hemi- 
sphere of royalty. 

Trembling, with joy and astonishment, 
I entered the splendid vehrcle, and was 
spe*edily conveyed to the elysium of 
greatness ; and here my eyes and my 
imagination were so completely dazzled 
by the glare of splendour which burst 
upon me, that, for a space, I was unable 
to obaferve with accuracy the scene 
with which I was^ surroqnded. Com-: 
posure, however, soon returned, and I 
mentally ejaculated, " Can the nation 
be poor, which yields and supports such 
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a magnificent establishment ?'*— Reason 
gently whispered — " The apoplexy 
which fills the head is far from commu- 
nicating nourishment to the members." 
I stood convinced, and shook my head 
in silent anguish. 

A door was thrown suddenly open, 
and my guide introduced me to his 
master, who lolled on a sofa, between 
two females whose bulk closely approx- 
imated to his own. Scarcely was my 
name announced than the silver tones of 
the ihighty viceroy exclaimed, " Draw 
near me, Hedgehog, for it is my plea- 
sure to converse with thee." 

I obeyed, bowing to the very ground 
at every step, and stammering out ah 
incoherent acknowledgment of the" ho- 
nourable distinction conferred upon me^ 
when his highness suddenly interrupting 
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me exclaimed—^" Humphrey, they tell 
me your last was a good thing, pretty 
'complimentary to my* taste and inven- 
tioii. Eh, Humphrey ?*' 

'* Your highness does me infinite 
honor," quoth I, bowing again ; — " but 
DO words which are within my reach 
are adequate to the correct di^scription 
of that taste which has electrified the 
state." And then^ with much diffidence' 
I added — *' Truth, great Sir, is uniformly 
my foundation, and though the edifice 
be continually tottering, the basis is 
cternaL" 

" Always stick to truth, eh. Hum-* 
phrey ?'* returned his highness,^ speaking 
with great rapidity. — *^ Never wander a 
little ? never get into fiction ? bit of a 
poet too, Humphrey ! Truth is very 
aajicy sometimes. Obliged to clip her 
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nails, d d scratch cat ; always set 

my dog Flaw upon her. Flaw cannot 
bear Truth; and Truth, cannot bear' 
Flaw/' 

*' Truth, dread Sir,*' said I, making 
another very low bow, as his highness 
looked at me for an answer,-—" Truth, 
dread Sir, must always respect your 
highness/' 

" A little quizzical though, sometimes, 
Humphrey/' returned the prince; "can't 
always keep her under." " No, no ; if 
it was not for Flaw, I should cut but a 
sorry figure. He flies at her wherever 
he sees her, just like a cur at a cat. I 
like Truth very well when she is good- 
humoured, anrf polite, and accoromp- 
dating, but when she puts on her im- 
pertinent airs, and presumes to frown at 
me, I hate the gipsey. She is no com- 
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pany for tbronj^s tbeo, Humphrey. . No^ 
no, let her away to common life, and 
trouble not me," 

^' Sbe should always be ,well-l^red to 
kintgs and priqc^^, Sir/' sa^d I ; ^* and it 
has always beep my practice to dre^s her 
accorcjing to th.e compjany to which I 
mean to introduce hjer, . I make h^r 
oftentin^es a gossip, ^nd now a^d the^ 
a prude, but never a virago. When she 
is inclined to scratch, great prince^ I 
always tie her hands, and would much 
sooner slit her tongue, than suffer a 
word to escaf^e from it wh^ch could 
possibly sound ha^^h upon an exalted 
ear. I place her unjder ^ mqpt strict 
diet and regimen ; lest being pamper^d^ 
she should gxow prpu4 and saucy, and 
foxget the homage due to her b^tjters. I 
flagellated ber pnce for iiisinuating that 

B 6 



10 EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 

a king had committed a foolish action, 
and—" 

'* Oh, Humphrey," cried the, great 
man, with evident rapture, " if truth 
were ever thus kept under rigid restraint, 
how different would things go ! But 
tell me. Hedgehog, how did your last 
work go off? Which were the best 
friends to it — the tallow-chandlers or the 
public ? But they tell me you blab 
secrets : you don't blab secrets, do you, 
Humphrey ?'* 

Then methougbt I laid my hand upon 
my breast, and' bowing to the ground, 
uttered a great oath against the slanderer 
who had thus falsely accused me, and 
solemnly asserting my innocence of the 
heinous charge laid against me, and de- 
t^laring that I would mvch sooner com* 
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mit rape, seduction, or fornication, than 
vilely blab a secfet : on which his high*- 
ness was pleased to say he believed me, 
at the same time very condescendingly 
intimating that he had none to commu- 
nicate to me. 1 was a little mortified 
at the natural conclusion which inime"* 
diately suggested itself to me, but I had 
scarcely made a first effort to digest it^ 
when his highness again Broke the 
thread of my thought. 

" I have thought, my good fellow,'* 
said he, *' of doing something for you, 
and in a few months I shall carry miy 
generous intentions into effect. But as 
some of my friends seem to think you 
are not sincere in your loyalty, I wish 
you to write isomething which wfll please 
them all. What do you think of the 
. circumstances of this year ?" 
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I saw the drift of his highness, and, 
without a moment's hesitation, replied, 
that the year was very full of matter, 
affording a fine scope for compliment 
upon royal sagacity, and snch like, 
adding, '' Dread sir, consider bow bril«- 
liant the actions of your brother Ernest 
will look upon paper, and the tenacity 
of your illustrious mother, in support- 
ing the dignity of your family — and the 
wisdom of Calderagh and his colleagues 
-^and the actions of the mighty Duke 
of Laurels-:— and of the illustrious men. 
of the continent." 

^' Enough^ enough, Humphrey,'' 
cried the delighted viceroy, *' I see it 
all ! I see it all !, it is all glorious alike. 
Get thee home, Humphrey; get thee 
home, and immediately set thyself to 
work upon these rich materials. Not a 
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wor^ of slander — not a single double en^ 
iendre : all sincerity^ and politeness, and 
good humour, and truth — no, not all 
truth J Humphrey. There may be a few 
trifling circumstances to omit, which iiU 
nature, perhaps, might endeavour to 
magnify into important offences. For 
instance. Hedgehog, as little t ad you 
please about the sudden illness of Harts- 
foot ; and not a syllable of any plot 
against ray safety." 

"Trust me, trust me, high and 
mighty sir," quoth I ; *' trust to the 
discretion of your loyal Humphrey, 
who would much sooner cast his pen 
away, and doom it to ignominious and 
evcrlas^ting silence, than write down a 
Syllable which could be reasonably pre- 
sumed to reflect upoii the great ones of 
mankind. $ My homiige for soverdgns is 
only second to my reverence of my Cre- 
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ator. I hold it blasphemy to profane 
the one, and treason to speak lightly of 
the other; the latter to be punished 
with temporal, the former with spiritual 
damnation. Since it is the desire of your 
highness that I should, again write an 
eulogy upon kings, &c. be your illus- 
trious pleasure fulfilled, and be it the 
highest honor of your servant to obey 
the commands of the first of men^ and 
truly to reflect the virtues which few 
can equal." 

Methought, as his highness listened 
to my conclusion, he waved his hand^ 
©n which the colonel, my august guide, 
whispered to me to retire. I bowed, and 
turned myself round to obpy, when a 
page, enraged at my ignorance in turn- 
ing my back on the throne, gave me a 
stroke with his wand, which in a mo- 
ment dispelled miy slumbers. 
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The nap and the dream being com- 
pletely out of the range of common oc- 
currences, I considered as cousins-ger- 
man to a supernatural inspiration^ and 
determined, accordingly, to obey the 
call, and, digest, without delay, the 
materials of a new production ; and 
now, gentle reader, do I^ with all hu- 
mility, present it to thee. 
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CHAP. I. 



A family party — An illustrious ^disorder, and its 
causes — Domestic bickerings — Unexpected visitor 
^^—Vain supplications-^ Return of an old com" 
plaint — Fraternal consolation — Delicate dispute 
betwixt Narcissus and the deputies of the Fever-' 
isle. 



The year One Thousand Eight Hun- 
dred aiid Fifteen had nearly attained its 
meridian ; Narcissus, the acting chief of 
the Fever-isle, during the indisposition 
of his esteemed father, was sitting with 
his mother and sisters in a veranda, 
which commanded a prospect over the 
extensive valley and park which circled 
his paternal mansion : it was an hour 
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AND FIFT££N. 17 

after sunset, the music had ceased, which 
had during the/ evening serenaded the 
illustrious groupe, and the pensive as-, 
pect which prevailed throughout the 
face of Nature, had diffused its influence 
over the minds of those great ones of 
the earth who surveyed it, 

Theconv^sation, which had for some 
time, dwelt upon the situation of the 
father of Narcissus, naturally ramified 
into remarks upon the minor branches of 
the family ; and the dowager duchess, 
at the precise moment chosen for the 
commencement of this chapter, had just 
exclaimed, ^^ that hateful letter which I 
yesterday received from Ernest^ who 
since we gave him the estate in Cumber- 
land, is grown so proud and undutiful, 
that I know not what is to be done with 
him, has caused me such a severe attack 
of my old complaint in the kidneys, 
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Narcissus, that I think it will be the 
death of me; but I won't agree to his 
marriage/' 

Narcissus had wished to feel his mo- 
ther's pulse on the subject, for Ernest 
had prevailed upon him to undertake an 
intercession with the old lady on his be- 
half; but he had been afraid to com* 
mence a theme on which he had already 
more than once experienced the irrita- 
bility of his mother's feelings. He de- 
termined, however, to put in a word or 
two, as delicately as he could^ to assist 
his brother. Accordingly he replied, 
" My dearest mother, perhaps, as Ernest 
seems to set his heart so much on this 
union, you will not entirely destroy his 
hopes by a positive refusal of your ap- 
probation. I understand the duchess, ia 
young and handsome." 
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The dowager applied to her snuff-box, 
and having taken two or three ample 
pinches, sneezed twice, and then, with 
as much composure as the shortness, of 
the panic would allow her to assume, 
returned, '' 1 see you are conspired 
against my health and my peace. Did I 
nottellyou. Narcissus, that my agitation 

had produced but it is no matter. 

I must be firm, since there is no filial 
affection in any of you. What if the 
wench is young and handsome ? Hand- 
some is that handsome does ; and have 
you forgot that two husbands she has had 
already, died very suddenly ? — and how 
do I or you, or Ernest know, what 
caused their death ? Perhaps this thing, 
perhaps the other ; but I won't be put 
out of my way, nor wheedled into, a 
consent. Lord, Lord, I am in such 
pain!-p-Oh! " 
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" My dear noother," interrupted Nar- 
cissus, " believe your most fond and 
dutiful son. I would give my life to 
save you from unnecessary pain ; but 
this attack of your old complaint is a 
dispensation of Providence ; and it was 
totally beyond the power of your chil- 
dren, dutiful as they are, to prevent 

it/' 

< 

" Dispensation of a fiddlestick's end!'* 
cried the duchess. '^ I tell you it is all 
brought on by fretting, and you know 
it There are but twQ things in the 
world which will set me fretting ; and 
they are, disobedi^ce of childreUy and 
extravagance. I can't endure either of 
them, I can't. Why you know my last 
attack, which brought, nae to death's 
door, wiis caused by the report, that I 
had subscribed a prodigal sum for the 
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support of the thing''Um''hoh hospital^ 
you do/' 

" I wonder much/' said Narcissus to 
himself, '* that the disorder did not 
make a mortal attack, when my poor 
father was seized with his illness;'' and 
then audihly expressing himself, he re- 
plied, " My dear mother, pray do not 
let stich trifles harass and disturb your 
superior mind ! Remember of what con- 
sequence your valuable existence is to 
your husband, to your children, and to 
all the people of the island ! Why 
should the idea of Ernest's marriage 
cause you such serious uneasiness ? If 
he is bent upon it, madam, the wisest 
conduct for your grace is, to give way to 
him in this particular, and agree to tfc- 
ceive them as your children/' 

'* I won't, Narcissus, and that is my 
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plain determination/' vociferated the old 
lady ; " so never mention thS subject to 
me again. But I bear that you mean 
to try and get Ernest another addition to 
his income of some thousands a year. I 
wonder you are not ashamed to hold 
him up in his ungrateful opposition to 
his mother. How much better would 
it not have looked, if you had made a 
proposal to add such a sum to mine, 
knowing as you do, what great expences 
I have so long had to encounter with," 

Narcissus was about to reply, when a 
noise behind suddenly attracted his at- 
tention, and the whole Rarty turning 
suddenly round, were thunderstruck on 
seeing Ernest himself in the apartment. 
The dowager, tossing her head with all 
the air of insulted dignity, and applying 
to her snuff-box, whispered angrily in 
the ear of Narcissus ; " this is a plot 
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•amongst you to get the better of my 
resolution: but it won't (lo, I assure 
you. rU not speak to the unnatural 
fellow, I am determined.' 



tr 



In the mean time, Ernest had ap- 
proached his mother's seat, and had bent 
his knee before her ; while she was still 
whispering her resolution in the ear of 
her first-born : as she turned round, her 
eye filled with glances of unusual fury, 
it came in collision with the suppliant 
look of the illustrious offender, who; sum- 
moning up courage, almost .unintelligibly 
faultered out — '* dearest and best of mo- 
thers, I am come to approach your illus- 
trious ear, as the humble advocate of 
myself and — " 

" Don't mention her name to me,'* 
cried the enraged Duchess—'' don't say 
a word about the creature., I won't 
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hear of her ; I won't see her; I won't 
acknowledge her; I won^t talk about 
her; so now you hav6 my determina- 
tion. Didn't she — didn't she — but I 
don't want to provoke you, so I won't 
say any thing about what she did. And 
you are come, I suppose, to teJl me you 
have married her in spite of my wish to 
the contrary, and to intrude yourselves 
into my house." 

Duke Ernest felt himself placed in a 
situation not the most enviable in the 
world. He looked in his mother's coun- 
tenance, to see if any beam of maternal 
kindness glanced from her eye, but all 
was fury and madness and inveteracy. 
H^ cast a sidelong supplicating look at 
his sisters, but they sat trembling and 
shaking without once dafring to intercede 
for himj for well they knew mama's rigid 
notions of duty and affection fend family 
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dignity. Narcissus' himself, .endued 
with independent power as he was, re- 
turned the asking eloquence of his bro- 
ther's eye by a significant shrug, and a 
gloomy shake of the head. In the mean 
time, the Duchess violently jerked her- 
self past Ernest, and flouncing into the 
drawing-room, threw herself into a large 
elbow-chair, and called her daughters to ^ 
come in out of the night air; but never 
did she condescend to make a single 
remark to her sons ; for even Narcissus 
appeared to have committed an unpar-- 
donable oflfence in daring to advocate the 
wishes of his brother, and insinuate a 
single idea which was at variance With 
the sentiments of the dowager Duchess.* 

'When the firstintemperance of feeling 
had subsided, the writhings and cortor- 
tions of her countenance sufficiently 
demonstrated that she was again under 

VOL. I. c 
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the influencfe of her disorder. The me- 
dical council of the mansion was im- 
mediately summoned to her assistance^ 
and Narcissus and Ernest^ having staid 
for some time, to render all the aid in their 
power, as soon as the duchess was 
safely lodged in bed, repaired to the man- 
sion of the latter to talk over the disap- 
pointments of the day^ and ta concert 
measures to reconcile the duchess to the 
matrimonialscheme which had now been 
carried to too great lengths to be set 
aside, a marriage ceremony having al^ 
ready taken place in another country. 

r I 

/ 

"In God's name!'* said Ernest, as 
they were on the road, " is it not a suffi- 
cient penalty imposed upon us that we 
cannot intermarry with any of the beau- 
ties of our own land, but even our choice 
amongst those with whom we are allowed 
to connect ourselves must be fettered. 
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and we may not be allowed the ipost 
trifling privilege of independence? Formy 
own part, although I should be sorry to 
have a bad name amongst the Fever- 
islanders (and here Ernest looked at 
Narcissus rather mysteriously, but find- 
ing that his brother was not disposed to 
interrupt him, continued) but I will 
never submit to be dictated to, in this 
matter, Narcissus— of that I am deter* 

termined/' 

♦ 

*• The best plan then, whicJ)^! can hit 
on,'' returned Narcissus, " is for you to 
get away from the Fever-isle immediate* 
ly, ;^nd bring over your charmer without 
any delay or notice, and leave it to me to 
attempt, in the mean time^ to conciliate 
the old lady's temper ; and if I find this 
impracticable^ we can even try the ex- 
periment of the sudden introduction of 
the lady herself and if she possess half 

c 2 
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the charms and attractions you have so 
often described, perhaps the interview 
may work more miraculous effects than 
we have any right to anticipate from any 
exertions of our own. This appears to 
me to be a plausible plan/' 

" My dear, dear brother,*' cried Er- 
nest, seizing the hand of Narcissus, and 
eagerly pressing it within his own ; " you 
have indeed made me the most happy of 
men, and I shall be bound eternally to 
bless your interference. My mother 
cannot remain refractory, when she sees 
my charmer, whose qualifications will 
subdue every heart." 

" There is another reason for bringing 
her hither," said Narcissus—" while we 
were sitting together this evening, I re- 
ceived'a letter informing me, that it will 
require all my exertions, and all my influ- 
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ence to get the proposed addition to your 
income; people cry out strangely about it, 
and what is a great deal worse, the depu- 
ties themselves appear tobe tainted with 
the popular prej udices. One objection is, 
that you are married and intend to re- 
side in a distant land, and the nation 
grumbles to give money to be spent 
amongst strangers. The .deputies are 
most impertinent and unreasonable if 
they persist in refusing the request ; but 
we must try every manoeuvre to outwit 
them. You must pretend to concede to 
the justice of the objection, bring over 
your wife, get re-married, and the money 
once gained/ you may go and live where 
you please.*' . 

Ernest was highly delighted at the 
friendship and anxiety of Narcissus on 
his account ; and still more so, when on 
the morning following, the latter sum* 
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moned bis chief friends and edvisers to 
take their opinions on the best measures 
which could be adopted to square mat* 
ters betwixt the Dowager, the deputies, 
and his brother. 

This measure, however, which to Er- 
nest appeared to be an excess of fraternal 
affection^ was, in truth, the effect of a 
diJOTerent feeling ; for Narcissus, notwith- 
standing he pretended to bluster and talk 
in a high strain about the impertinence 
of the deputies and the like, whenever 
he found that they were strongly opposed 
to. his views upon any occasion, uni- 
formly found himself compelled to 
call together all those individuals about 
him^ by whose advice he generally acted, 
and to take their opinions as to the best 
mode of reconciling the hostile senti- 
ments ; for he could no more go against 
Ibe determined voice of this body, than 
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a cork could float against a current vof 
water. In this case, Narcissus consii^ 
dered it dangerous to go too far, merely 
upon his own opinion : it was therefore 
with a view to strengthen the ground on 
which he stood, that he proposed tk^ 
meeting of hiB friends, for he thought it* 
extremely probable, that ifhis moth^ 
pertinaciously petsevered in her oppo- 
sition to the marriage of Ernest, that be 
should have occasion for every assistance 
to enable him, not only to justify him- 
self in his conduct, but even to carry 
the purposes which he .contemplated into 
effect. If the wish of Narcissus to in- 
crease the income of Ernest, should be 
frustrated by the opposition of the de- 
puties, it was importantly alarming, 
since it might lead to a systematic op- 
position to his will in matters of higher 
consequence. These considerations and 
apprehensions had made Narcissus pass 
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a restless night« so that when his advisers 
came at the appointed time, neither in 
mind or body was he so much composed, 
as to enable him to enter on the business 
with that vigour of intellect which the 
discussion seemed so decidedly to ce* 
quire. 
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CHAP. II. 



Some little insight into the charactJen of a few of 
the advisers of Narcissus — The council — The 
progress and issue of their decisions — A c«up*de- 
inain^ which is successful ^Promptitude ; and a 
rapid expedition. 



The chief friends and advisers o£ 
Narcissus were individuals very giene- 
rally obnoxious to the inhabitants of 
the Fever-isle, since they had been re- 
peatedly detected in attempting to op- 
press the community, and by imposing 
upon it a kind of iron yoke, to make 
their own power more absolute. Tbey 
were men who had a good de^I to say 

c § 
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for themselves, and generally contrived 
to keep the major part of the deputies 
pn their side, by suffering them to share 
in the pickings and plunderings of the 
public purse. Thus backed, they 
openly set at defiance the wishes and 
demands of the great body of the people, 
and had, at this time, just given two 
most remarkable proofs of their arro- 
g9un<;e. One of their measures was, the 
passing of a law to preveot food from 
falling to too low a price^ lest the poorer 
classes of the island should stuff and 
pemp» tbeoiselveS'' ; as tbey itrgued, 
that indolence) was the parent of all 
aischief ; and if men who, by being 
kept lean were kept industrious, were 
allbwied faeiiities for fattening them* 
selves, they i»ight, perhaps,- indulge in 
planning the overthrow of the esta- 
blished authorities'^ and ^r the sake of 
plunder^ endea? onr to excite an; insui^ 
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rection. The other obnoitious schiem^ 
was, the imposition of a most heavy 
burden upon those who expressed the 
juice from the berries which grew iiii 
the island, for the purpos^ of extracting 
a liquor to exhilarate the spirits: they 
might eat the berries, and be welcome 
to devour as many as they pleased ; but 
it was contended, that drinking the 
juice had a tendency to make men in- 
dependent and impertinent ; and there- 
fore it was sagaciously decreed, that 
those who kept a stock, should pay. 
heavily for the indulgence. 

A long succession of similar measures 
had pro'duced in the public mind such 
an antipathy to those who caused them, 
that attacks had frequently been made 
upon the houses in which they resided ; 
and even their lives had more than once 
been placed in imminent danger. The 
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sudden and successful issue of events, 
however, had ju&t calmed, for a while, 
the turbulence of the people, and the 
great movers of the machine of manage- 
ment had lately been allowed t6 walk 
abroad, and to ^pursue their several 
avocations^ without any material inter- 
Tuption^ 

These were the personages who now 
came to advise Narcissus and Ernest on 
Ihe subject of the marriage of the latter. 
First of all made his appearance, Vis- 
count Widemouth, a man who had once 
been respected in a situation which was 
peculiarly adapted for the line of his 
talent; but who, afterwards, on being 
raised to the post of chief adviser of the 
Duke of Whelps, the father of Narcissus,, 
betrayed such an imbecility of character 
and conduct^ as totally to destroy the 
good opinion which the public had pre- 
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viously possessed of him. He was un- 
able to keep his stand on the slippery 
pinnacle to which he had been elevated, 
and relapsed into a lower and safer 
sphere of action, but had recently been 
entrusted with an office of great honor 
and confidence. He was what religious 
fanatics cognominate a most excellent 
man; that is, he went to prayers. regu- 
larly, and subscribed liberally to sup- 
port the holders-forth at the various con- 
venticles in the island ; he could whine 
and preach with the most Jesuitical 
sanctity of countenance; would hold 
up his hands, if he heard an oath, and 
shut his eyes, if he passed near the coc- 
ner of a street termed Vernal gardens, 
or whenever he met a fair Cyprian ar- 
rayed in all the modesty of nature ; but, 
at the same time^' he could associate 
with Bacchanals, and fornicators^ and 
the like, provided they were powerful 
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and great, and had the good things of the 
earth at their disposal ; he would swear 
for a place, or lie for a pension; and 
would fawn upon his master, sanction 
his dissipation^ smile at his follies, and 
echo his licentiousness, (that is, sup- 
posing he was the servant of a master of 
this description,) could he by no other 
means retain his confidence, and com* 
mand his smiles. 

After this noble viscount, and while 
he was still bowling and scraping, with 
courtier-like humility, entered Mynheer 
Vansqueak, one who had made a pretty 
good progress in arithmetic, who knew 
the multiplication table by heart, and 
had invented a good many improvements^ 
(as he called them,) in the original rule 
of practice. For his knowledge of 
figures, he was called to the situation of 
head arithmetician of the island^ and in 
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this capacity, he was always one of the 
advisers of Narcissus. He was " a crow 
of the same nest" with Widemouth, and 
stood much upon a par with the viscount, 
in point of reverence and esteem. It 
has been more than once observed of 
him, that he was a good Methodist 
preacher spoiled. 

While this illustrious pair were still 
bowing to Narcissus and Ernest^ and to 
each other. Earl Livertaint was an* 
nounc^d, who stood at the head of the 
groupe of advisers, and who was parti- 
cularly qualified for the post of honor, 
by tang education and experience in the 
courtly school. He was a man in heart 
and soul so attacb^^ to his situation, that 
he Wonid encounter any measure of dan*.^ 
ger or opprobrium, to preserve it. He 
bftd, withal^ a most exalted opinion of 
his own talents ; and, doubtless^ consi* 
dered himself the most competeat to 



40 EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 

fulfil the high duties of his office, of 
any man in the whole island. He coulcj 
invent pretexts for the accomplishment 
of any particular object of policy, as 
readily as the most sanguitie conception 
could imagine; and possessed a face of 
brass which had never changed colour 
during a wear of above thirty years, 
amidst, the intense heat of corruption. 
He made no great shew of religion ; 
and, perhaps, was one of those who 
looked on this as a subject to be 
considered when the important con- 
cerns of state should devolve into other 
hands. 

Last of all entered, with slow and 
dignified step. Lord Meldon, who some- 
times disputed the precedency with his 
colleague Livertaint, and perhaps, with 
some justice, might have claimed the 
priority ; but being somewhat of a diffi- 
dent man jn his manners, the assurance 



AND FIFTEEN. 41 

of his friend and fellow-adviser left him 
considerably in the lurch. Meldon was 
a borderer, not very renjote from a Scot, 
and had all the northern reservedness in 
his character. He had a peculiar so- 
lemnity of manner, and wore an immense 
wig, the combined effects of which 
made very many Wander into the error 
of believing that he was endowed- with 
an extraordinary measure of sagacity. 
He had also a custom of falling into 
deep and long reveries, before he could 
bring himself to reply to the most com- 
mon-place question ; and this again in- 
duced those who heard him, to imagine, 
that the words which dropped from him 
were uniformly the result of a sound 
discretion,' and a most experienced judg- 
ment. He was the- most ambitious of 
the whole, yet, to all appearance, car- 
ried an air of the greatest diffidence and 
modesty. 
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Such was the groupe of advisers 
which immediately^ at the summons of 
Narcissus^ repaired to his mansion, to 
pour into his ear their most sage coun- 
sels. Many others were expected ; but 
some sent excuses, complaining of sud- 
den fits of gout^ rheumatism, or some 
other disaster, while others were out, 
in a ramble either in town or country, 
and could not, possibly, know any; 
thing of the matter, until long after the 
time when the meeting of the advisers 
was appointed to take place. 

The matter of the discussfion was 
soon laid before the groupe, when Mel- 
don, rising from his seat, most solemnly 
began—" Marriage is a very honourable 
estate ; it is also a duty which it is in- 
cumbent upon all men to fulfil and per-: 
iS^rm. There are also filial duties, as 
well as the duty matrimonial, and these 
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bIso require to be duly performed. If a 
man falleth in love with a woman— 
(Hear! heartJ-^^M becotneth him in- 
stantly to stand and inquire what man- 
ner of woman she be ; and whether he 
vbali violate any duties of a prior stand- 
ings by taking upon himself the office of 
« spouse. The struggle is then between 
affection and duty, and the former ge* 
nerally gets the better of the contest. 
If the opposition of a parent to the in^^ 
elination of a son, be reasonable and 
proper, it is right that it should prevail 
over passion ; but as old people grow 
peevish, morose, and childish^ in their 
manner, I am not quite clear whether, 
in that case, law or equity is on their 
ftide. The illustrious Ernest has an un* 
doubted right to fall in love; but the 
law has wisely bounded the sphere of 
his election as to a wife, lest the dignity 
of the family should in any way suffer 
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through the impetuoisity of mornentary 
passion. The lady, however, in this in- 
stance, is of a rank which would not dis- 
credit the family of your highness ; and 
therefore, it does appear to me, that the 
opposition of the Duchess of Whelps is 
somewhat unreasonable, and ought not 
to be permitted to influence the decision 
of ourselves. It appears clear to me, 
that, as you, great sir, are the arbiter in 
the business, in the stead of your father, 
you will do well to advise your brother 
to marry her, and then to leave it to 
time to work the reconciliation.*' 

Livertaint next took up the discussion. 
*' Great sir,'' said he, addressing himself 
to Narcissus, " you know by your own 
melancholy experience what it is to 
marry according to the wishes of parental 
authority. D — me, sir, saving your il- 
lustrious presence, Duke Ernest cannot 
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do worse if he marry in direct opposition 
to parents. It is not the sanction of a 
father and mother which makes a mar- 
riage happy. Every man must consult 
his own feelings. Duke Ernest is emi- 
nehtlj capable of judging for himself; 
and it is my frank and decided opinion, 
that he immediately act upon the judg- 
ment which nature and education have 
given to him. Herein I agree with my 
friend Meldon.'* 

" And I, also/' said Widemouth, 
** agree with my colleagues; for I find 
nothing in scripture which lays down 
the indispensability of parental consent 
to the marriage of a son. If, therefore, 
there be in this case an union of hearts, 
it matters not how soon there be also an 
union of bodies. May the benediction 
of the Lord rest upon them ! '' Increase 
and multiply,' and replenish the'* conti- 
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nent : and, in my opinion, Sir, it would 
be well for some more of your illustrious 
brothers to take wives, and set about the 
work of regenerating the world, and not 
be always meddling with stated afiairs^,' 
and raising political squabbles, and 
sawing dissensions, where it would bet- 
ter become them to sh^w examples of 
concord, unanimity, and fraternal love/* 

Mynheer Vansqueak agreed precisely 
in every thing his comrades had uttered, 
declaring, that although he was not very 
partial to division in families, and sub^ 
traction from the amount of domestic 
happiness, yet they could not be avoided, 
and the multiplication of the breed of 
illustrious personages was too great % 
desideratum to be neglected for any such 
trifling considerations. He concluded 
lyith declaring, that his only difiBculty 
arose out of the stubbornness of the de-> 
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puties, who had plutnply refused to in- 
crease Duke Ernest's revenue, to enable 
him to maititain his spouse in that style 
of splendour which was absolutely ne» 
cessary to keep up the dignity, not only 
of the family of Whelps, but of the 
manor of the Fever-isle itself/' 

This declaration involved a new dis- 
cussion. Something mast be done to 
induce the deputies to relax from the 
rigidity of their resolutions. Duke 
Ernest swore most audibly^ that as to 
keeping his wife genteely upon his pre- 
sent income, none but a pack of stupid 
boors could ever think of such a thing. 
It had been hitherto altogeth^ inade** 
quate to the support of himself; and 
what was it to do, when saddled with a 
wife, and one too whose chief induce* 
ment to marry him was, her great opinion 
of the rank and wealth of himself and 
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his connections. Devil a farthing had 
she for afortune ; therefore nobody couid 
say he was not disinterested. He de*- 
clared he was fond of the woman ; and 
between himself and the council, he 
thought his mother a most unreasonable 
being, to fret herself into a fit of illness, 
because he was going to be happy. 
Truth to tell, he considered himself a 
very insulted and ill-used man. He had 
been compelled to run away from thi^ 
island, because the deputies had got 
hold of some very strong and very un* 
just prejudices against him ; and now, 
after he had staid away so long, to let 
these prejudices get cool, and had taken 
a wife, to shew his wish to retrieve his 
character, his mother must start up to 
forbid him her house, and to call his 
chosen nick-names ; while the deputies, 
generous enough in things of less conse- 
quence, must rise at once, and tell him 
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positively he may rtiarfy, but not a six- 
pence shall he have to support his wife 
afterwards. This was the most cruel 
treatment to a man of his liberal mind» 
high sense of honour, and unsullied in- 
tegrity and courage. His mother knew 
how much he was devoted to bis un- 
grateful country. He was ready to sacri- 
fice existence, to promote her welfare ; 
and notwithstanding all this excess of 
attachment, when he asked another 
shilling, what did he receive ? Nothing 
but a bundle of reproaches, a long lec- 
ture upon his past misconduct, and such 
like insolences, which it was neither in 
his nature nor his disposition to bear 
with. 

Here Duke Ernest, overpowered by 
extreme sensibility, and the violence of 
his contending emotions, sank into a 
chair, and wound up the melo-drame 

VOL. I. i> 



40 EIGHTEEN flUITBlED 

MfHh ft iflood of tctw ; while Narcjfwis 
QjQ^sroiirftd to «90tke bim into eompo^ 
siire, by a$eufiDg |iU», that be wrmH 
uodcrtake^ With the f^istanoe ,q( itim^ 
and bid iuivi9eE!ts»^ to m^u^ the i^u4iie3 
f^rae to an increased 4imi»mL9j{k>WAiiee 
to hiia; end V^tinfiqae^k necooded ib^ 
CQWfiJatoiy aw^rtioHfi of.NiMrd!^su$, flod 
<^}dit^ hiB coayietioii, that hy per§§9 
yfirao^, they inu&t uUiiDaiely tfiuj^pb^ ' 

JSraesTt^ whose objecl; it was tp niAk^ 
^^-'imsiiiMjce doubly sure,'' ^^mf^^dM 
some more unequivocal pliedge tlp^^ /» 
iMrejp^nc^fais^of evlsotualsu<^C(9g$• After, 
thejrefc^e, be bad beard tbe promise i3e- 
iterated by all the advisers, be put a. 
question bluntly to his brother— Would 
h^;oto thi9 )6w*b of the fpt4ujre, advance 
him a ye^r'^ jn^Qj®^, ^nd enter jBjbp jai 
hr^nd to do the ,<9pm(e winpaUy, wtitil he 
hiid.9«M^ hi9 poicit v?i4b theid^Rt^s, 
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aoHioMliinfd this gra^t 1^1 laSn tncffeided ol^ 

KiMtf if»us And bHi Ifif^cb^vlreise ftilittle 
fteggeced by tbe s^ddeniifss oi tbe 
i|M«8|;»pp, ;|iiit Ib^^ yv^fiQ ivi»y to einde 
it; ap4 pfter 9om^ hfisitetipBi, ibe wb- 
i^ented to pfii hh b^nd to th? 4Qcwn<99£ ; 
and JLi^ert^int uDd^rtppk to letch im- 
i|(^iiat^ly the amount of tbfs first yaar^g 
gju^rwt^^mopey fwwn tfee public bAvkt 
QjF>rhicb bfJ WAS the princip^ mjMQ^er, 

Things being thus jadjosted^ M^f^i^^UP 
and Duke Ernest^ in a few moments, 
fpuqd themselves l^ft aloci^, th^ council 
l^fiing broke u^, mA the advjww haviny 
bift tbe mao^ion. M^ni^t wa^ }Q\xd m 
\m gratitude jJwt his bwrther was mm^ 

time b^gre be j:fu?ov£Pcd bia^nelf f^qm 

tl^5 ^mpf}^^ c^vw^d.by tbe,3Mdde» .^ttw^W 

D 2 
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Upon his resources. Ernest saw the 
e€(U9e of hi& chagrin, and exerted himself 
so eflTectually to remove it, that by the 
time Livertaint returned with the need- 
fiil, they had cracked two bottles of 
old hock together, and were in good 
tufae. The earl was immediately ordered 
to 'broach a third bottle; and about the 
aoon of night, they were all happy in 
'' the feast of reason^ and the flow of soul;'* 
for reason had certainly surfeited itself 
with good things, and had fallen into a 
slumber, while the only soul which 
flowed predominantly, was the soul of 
the exhilarating cordial. 

The natural effect of these situations 
is a certain degree of precipitancy of 
manner rather unusual under different cir- 
cu instances. So it was now : " D — me, 
my boy, Ernest," stammered Narcisisus, 
" nothing like doing things off hand. 
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(So-rgQ — get you off to-night-^fetch 
wifey, aad.d—me, we^ll take old mother 
by surprize. Nothing like doing things 
at once— nqtbing like promptitude.*— 
Eh, liivertaint ? . Dr~n . the. war in 
Colombia; always rises m my. gizzard^ 
when I think a word, or say a word 
either, about promptitude." 






Just so, Sir,*' said Livertaint. 
Your highness is all — all — all — prompt 

titude. D d hard word-r— can't get 

it out of my throat. I like it, though ; 
but it is so very troublesome '* 

" Order the carriage and four,*' inter- 

, rupted Narcissus. " Tm determined on 

my plans. Ernest shall go to-night, and 

ril give him a we — we — week to come 

back again/' 

In five minutes afterwards, Ernest was" 
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CD the rtfud to the continent^ uncfer tb^ 
care of a sober valet^ and Narci^dud wM 
in bed) while Lrvertatnt reeled hotA^, 
abusing all the watcbmeil } for it Pr^s A 
full bour before be bad orders bis car** 
Tiage^ and be was too independent at thid 
moneat, to want airy l^iDg in the 6b^fr6 
of assistance. 
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CHAP. IIL 



The Duke and his tfalei — SoiAe Unit diMtm of 
Duke EtMf^i a$ to kh mamnts and ki9 mind^^ 
€<m00rM$ion aaMpssaanlM-i^ ti$ie' digra^ms on 
the Muh^eci of noopclurlanGey md the language ff 
looks-^A moment of danger — Escape from pertly 
and the conclusion of a land journey* 



" StAC^EN my stays,*^ shouted Duk6 
Ernest, as the vehicle rolled rapidly 
down a steep declivity, about forty 
miles from the spot whence they had 
started. It was the first time his grace 
had opened his lips wide enough to emit 
an audible tone, since he had been on 
the road ; and the sun had, for upwards 
of two hours, been casting his splendor 
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fuH in the face of the. duke, and throw- 
ing his gay livery of light round the re- 
freshed landscape ; or, in other words, 
it was about five and forty minutes past 
five o'clock. 

Legrange, which was the name of 
the valet, instantly understood that 
^hich^ perhaps, may appear to the un- 
fashionable reader, if such an one should 
get hold of these pages, totally incom- 
prehensible, and in a few moments gave 
his master relief^ who fetched a deep 
sigh, wiped his eyes, stretched out his 
limbs, yawned two or three times, and 
put his head out of the window. 

The duke was somewhat addicted to 
eccentricity in some of his manners. 
Always bred up within the warm atmo- 
sphere of a court, and beset, as naturally 
follows, by a whole host of butterfly- 
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paras^ites, from the moment when he was 
enabled to articulate his battledore, he 
had, nevertheless, maintained in his bo- 
som an uniform love of integrity . and 
courage, and all the other virtues. It 
is true, slander, which always runs 
open-mouthed at a great man, when- 
ever he crosses its way, bad whispered 
abroad things not very creditabfe to his 
character, but none of the better sort of 
,the tenants believed a word of them. A 
former valet of his had died by the hand 
of violence, in a very mysterious man- 
ner, in the dead of the night, and, at 
the same time, the duke himself was 
most grievously wounded in various 
parts of the body. It was said that the 
servant had formed a design to murder 
his master; and for this purpose^ had 
entered his bed-room, but the latter de- 
fended himself so vigorously, that he 
eluded any mortal blow, and the assassin, 

V 5 



foifetf ift his attempf , reti^Med ta his bed«- 
f^llaittb^, and de9tf6yed hitttself. Msttiy 
of th^ Fev^NinIdfid^fs^ however, h^d th^ 
audacity to tbiflk otheft^ise, slnd to ett^ 
cuse the duke hitn^f ttf kfit^ing aeted 
not altogieffher ott the def^tliiiVe. As it 
has beett before 6tiited, bo#ev€fr, tlie 
teftmrtS'df thii ittaflfof wefe vefy irifcii^h 
liMi^t^d tb *' lyifig and ^latidef fng, MA 
*Vif speakittg ;'* and tb stich an ^a&a^ 
tvas (hi^ lAalignatit pfbpentsity carHed ih 
the present irtdtance, fhw the dtike wtt 
eottpfeiled tb lay hold upon one af tbfe 
ringleaders itt the ptopttgtitibn of the 
fcandd, and to* give him up to the law 
of the island, w!^ich Always punished 
tttrthdty trHh fltie and imptisbtiilieftt; 

Dnker Ehifesft Wa6 tetfrgirkably ftftid Of 
shtBtrtng' hi» person tb adtrahtage. Hfe 
htwf, atcowRngly, braced bis frame in 
iK^\ adorned bi^ fMn with; itninen^ 



dM^t^Me adrfirton to bisf hetgfct by ap^ 
pending to the b^efl^ ot' hh He^liniiis di^ 
extraordinary multiplication of leather, 
and looked, from tfie fi^fcf^ mirfors 
of hi«F mindf unutterable majesty. He 
iiiraa a mati^ of no vices, 0x<]ie^t W^ Must 
give tbdt irai%b i^aa^ t^ the little eat- 
cesses into whieb the best of hutOftA 
beings will ^otnfetitdes rusb^ in despite 
of the strictestr watch wbifch reason aiid 
morality c^j keep. Now and then; h^ 
drank rather too freely, and iti his dup^ 
might be guilty of some extravagancies 
of cdndu^t; fliometfmes^ hid was unxler 
the infloenee of momen^ry paiftx^smd 
ef feeliAgv which g(^ the better 6f th^ 
i>att«irsl isfmleratiofy of hi^ character : but 
tlwre waft iA& ineoiitinency in bi» cott- 
doit; he implicitly obeyed the ktWs of 
XM' Fe^eF40te; setting zn exaiujl^le of 
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strict integrity and subordination to all 
.the tenants whom fate had decreed to 
fill the meaner interstices in sociallife. 

^is grace put his illustrious head out 
of the window, and after taking a survey 
of the beautiful landscape which had 
jtist expanded from the dark womb of 
night, drew back again, and exclaimed, 
*' Zounds, what a horrid bore it is to be 
compelled to watch the sun rising, and 
the filthy mists of the morning clearing 
away, from a carriage window 1" 

And here the duke paused, and fetched 
a deep sigh, folded his arms, and threw 
himself back in the vehicle, while Le- 
grange, who from habit was pretty well 
acquainted with all his master's whims, 
sat silent for a few moments, and then 
imitating his grace's action, he also 
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looked out at the window, drew ia his 
head, sighed^ and fell bsick most me- 
chanically on his seat. 

" It is ad- d.bore," reiterated the 

>dulfie. : ^^ I don't see all this occasion 
for such uncommon expedition: but 
my brother must have every thing^ his 
own way. I am little better than a 
shuttlecock, and fly whithersoever I am 
struck^ But I won't come back in a 
week, and that is the truth of it. No, 
no, I have deeper designs. Zounds ! 
I am half asleep. How far have we 
travelled ?" 

*^ Sir," replied Legrange, " I wonder 
very much that your grace will suffer 
yojurself to be put out of your way. If 
1 was a person of such distinguished 
consequence as your graced I am sure I 
would not giv6 a snap of my fingers to 
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he sftuJibed m& checked; * attd pkgtrcjdi a* 
your grace has be^en for a: long time past. 
I would go not only ttkeirl. pleis^d, but 
when I pleased*; and I would live as I 
pleased, attd chuse tny own place 6f resi- 
dence ; and, to crown df; 1 w'ould tfiiwy 
just according tb tny own' inclirt^tiom 
atrd not to satisfy any feth^r of itw- 
ther, or brothers or sisters in tWe unJ'* 
v^rse, not L And so, please your 
grztce, I would act in such atnanner as 
to^ shew the world I was a very inde- 
pendent personage, and a v^ry worthy 
and principal pillar of my father^s name 
and family/* 

" And now, Mr. Legrange,'* said the 
diike, ** since you h^ve dtotised your- 
self and me with tHis long catalogue of 
your actions by anticipatioff, pray'do 
me the favour to give md a' plain dtri^ct 
answer to the question I asked of ^60, 
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and keep - ybnr ifa aod yitor ^adricer elbse 
ideked to yo»r oWn' btntesi: PritAieei 
hdw Atr karci we traveUcd ? Where are 
we now ?" . 

. ** Can't pofesibiy tell^your grace^v re* 
tufmed Legfratige, ^ Ibr I realty faotvift 
beid nojeomHiQoteatioil with ^ mik-'Stdti^ 
tivK^ we set out ; und ar to wtv^re 
we ai^ ymxt gt^c§i you ma^^ ad wefH 
e«Ty tor Otnti^tifj iftl th6 wciy ft6tA Md 

nei^ve i&knd^ blindfoldisd^ set bim ill 
Ibe mkidte <!>f > P«^-MaH, And a»k bitn ft 
t{Mi0ti(yA sifidiJdf to tb^ 0M yoillp ^t>e 



♦* Yon g»w 6dU<?y," rettfrnted tfife 
Aukte^ ki6kiDg 4if Legf eng« with some* 
tbteg tifkee frowo upon iiis <u>ofit^ancek 
^^ MeiMaks yott a|)peet^ to foi^et the d\^ 
tance between us !'* 
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Legrange looked confounded for a few 
moments, and then almost unintelligibly 
murmured^ '^ Your grace has forgot the 
attack of the German trooper in the 
streets of Tzell, when, if Legrange had 
not interfered, your grace had been now 
gone to rest with your illustrious fore- 
fathers. After I rescued you, your, 
grace embraced me, and promised I 
should in future be your brother and 
your friend. Methinks your grace has a 
very short mi^mory. Have not I tra- 

« 

veiled with you through dangers and 
disgraces enough to appal the most 
courageous valet in Christendom? And 
did I ever once shrink from the perform- 
ance of any one duty you imposed upon^ 
me ? And yet now you tell me, as it 
pleases your grace^ of the distance 
which is between us, and check my 
prating!" 
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Those who are at all conversant with 
the manners of the frequenters of 
courts^ will credit the assertion^ that 
remorse and shame are not the natives of 
such an atmosphere. The high person- 
ages which tenant these lofty edifices of 
human grandeur, consider it a conde- 
scension to allow the meanest ones of 
the earth to toil and labour for them, to 
expose themselves to danger in their de- 
fence, to surrender all their own iin^ 
enjoyments, in order to create a niass of 
pleasure for them, and in all respects tq 
deport themselves as if they were ma- 
chines which Providence, had made for 
no other purpose than to niake, these 
illustrious ones happy. There ijs also a 
most desirable B,}t of non-chalanee^ which 
these potent individuals can assume at 
will, which is. a most enviable qualifi- 
cation, since it speaketh a language 
which cannot be misrunderstood by those 
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f 

to wbOtti it itf ^4i%sfited^ and is also a 
tAo^' alAji^fitble piUow of dignity, «d 
ttife clc^ avafd'totenet of morlrrfication. 

If there are some to whofii tkis de* 
scriptiott is liot perfectly comprehensirbte, 
would that they had been present wbei 
thi^ coHoqay took place between Di»ke 
Ernest and bt^ ttids^ in^pudknt yalet; 
ibv they tuight thexi' have veceived tbe 
tsoost apt and ample iUostnction of itft 
tfutb* Duke Eriiestsurveyed Legraogs 
for so£M minut^^ tritb one 6f thosie tooks 
without condescending to make him aey 
kind of reply. At length, however, bis 
grac#, irith a singulafr indifferenpe of 
lonei^ exelaimed, ^* If you don't get 
your whiskers c tipped, to correspond 
with eaeif: other, Legrange, d— <•— n m«, 
rU never allow yi>u the honour of risk^ 
i^ your life for me again. 1 hate to Jee 
Ofte^ whisker like asi. iiBp4rvi|HKs bush, 



while ite 6oiiii|ntfiion Idofcn tbitf) medgr6, 
and dec«yiog. Legratige, you ftiuttt g€^ 
k Mw parr; you csm ntvtf pmnd these 
into decency.'* 

As be said fbis^ thedake popped hw 
head cut at the i^itsd&vr a seedt<id time^ 
^^ began fo bum a tune vefy audibly, 
tfhefi suddenly the boraes, \?bether 
alafmed at thd soddentiesis of the lUus^ 
tridU9 voluiitdry, 6t \vhether urged by 
any Taiftbues^ of the pMtili6ns^ Wha might 
have listened to the duke, to the neglect 
Of thdr own professional dutiesr, made a 
spontaneoos and simultaneous dash, and 
flew like lightning, regardless 6f rein, 
or shouts or all the other efforts of the 
drivers, to the gf^t terror both of tbem^ 
and of the duke, and of Legrange« His 
grace mechanically drew his head into 
the vehicle, to avoid seeing the dang^ 
which awaited hitn, while Legrange, 
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just as mechauically, popped his bead 
out to see it. This single incident, tri- 
fling aQ it was, serves to show how high 
the mercury of courage rose ia the heart 
of the valet at the touch of peril, and 
how low it sank in that of the duke ; 
but perhaps there might have been few 
illustrious beingsf who would have dis--. 
played any greater heroism on such an 
occasion ; and indeed^ if we take into 
consideration, for a moment, the supe^ 
rior value of such high individuals, their 
own anxiety for their preservation, as 
well as that of the people who are about 
them, may be accounted for on.yery na* 
tural and rational principles. 

The duke drew his head into the ve- 
hicle, and, at the same moment, Le- 
grange popped his out, and it was all 
done by one mechanical motion ; so that 
when the duke, who did not observe the 
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cxitof thie pericranium of his valet, irii a 
half-stifled tone of terror, ejaculated, 
"What shall we do, Legrange ?*' the 
latter did not hear a syllable of the ihfer- 
jie(;tion. The duke did not dare to turn 
his eyes on the one side of hinii, or the 
other; so that he still remained uncon- 
scious of the situation of the head of the 
valet, until the carriage suddenly passed 
over a huge stone which lay across the 
.road, and the jerk, which amounted 
to little less than an overthrow, not only 
brought back Legrange to his original 
position on the coach, but drove his 
head with such violence against that of 
his master, that neither of the twain, for 
some time, what with terror, and sur- 
prize, and pain, could sufficiently reco- 
ver himself to make a single" observation 
or expression beyond the latitiide of the 
solitary, but certainly not unexpressive 
interjection — '* Oh !" 
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of ^iOgular advftotfg^, mw it pfovj^ 
the key which uplocJ^ed tim gnimty of 
language, aod the ia&tant it wMAPPJii^ily 
op^n .flew tb^ doors of speech, and 
words began to shuffle one aiiqther out ; 
if not with very great rapidity, at least 
with mnch ixicliqMion to toaJce their ^^^ 
cape. *' Sir — sir-^sir," 3tanfiiaer^ Le- 
grange, " I beg ten thousand pardons of 
your grace ; but it w#s the carriage— »th^ 
carri(ige, Sir, and no fault of mine, ypur 
gracQ/' 

*' D-— n the carriage, and you tpp," 
returned the duke, rubbing his l^e/ad 
with bpt.h Ijw^da. '' What is to h& done, 
Legrauge ?-^wh;at the devil is to be done ? 
(^all QUt to the fellows to stop th«. 
hor^^^ and to let me get oqt before thi^. 
danger is increased ^'' 



lifi»tiit)g at tl^ wiadQm (rf fai$ jtaft^ter ; but 
be m9(ie jqo vi^m^rk xipon it, wbinh 
9)b«we4 pHiinly ^^t ^^^ , ppjpp^ssfd sulBci- 
ent sagacity fof biss^t^utioci ••"-•N^, no, 
if in Ibe anxiety of his fadings for hid 
oirn aecMfity^ fee oy^rloofced th« pQs$if- 
biJi^y of eheclf^iug th/^ horses in the midf 
41^ of |:heir ma^ career, to allow hi 91 to 
mai^e bis ^pa}.)^, it wap ,ippt €or hi^ valet 
t^ take the liberty to t§ll his grace that 
he 'WAn under Xh^ infliie^pe of error. 

Before the .v>alet, however, could re- 
turn any answer, that danger whjch tfciey 
had hitherto only dreaded, and of which 
tte^y bad received one pr^^tty unequivocal 
wflreisg, actyftUy took pli^e :— the ear- 
rjfeage ^wjiftly . p^ss#d ov^r another hi^ge 
slmi^y iLud in. a »qijiii^t lay w ita^jd^, 
upon ihe vfpge of a 3toj^ quarry, whij^h 
descended beneath them to the depth of 
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some thirty or forty feet. The d like 
could not speak for terror, Legrafige 
himself looked in a terrible stat« of con- 
sternation ; and, to add to their ffears, the 
horses continued to kick and struggle 
most vehemently, so as to bring the 
vehicle every instant still nearer to the 
balance. " Save me, Legrange,*' cried* 
the duke; '• save me once more, and I 
vi^ill, indeed, treat you no longer as a 
valet, but a friend. By heaven, in 
another moment I shall be far beyond 
the reach of my wife's affections, or my 
mother's anger. Save me, Legrange-— 
save me/* 

Poor Legrange, actuated by a stronger 
motive than' that of saving his master, 
viz. the wish to rescue himself from a 
situation of imminent peril, made a bold 
attempt to extriiiate himself from the 
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carriage, in which, with some difficulty, 
be succeeded, and stood by the side of 
the vehicle. The postilions had also re- 
covered themselves from the shock they 
had received in falling, and were now 
busily employed in cutting the trafces^ 
which they could not save, in order to 
detach the animals from the carriage j 
and, as they»were close at the entrance 
into a town, any injury which might be 
done, was of very immaterial conse- 
quence, and easy of repair. 

The duke, however, was still in a 
state of alarming peril ; but Legrange, 
after much danger and trouble, succeeded 
in getting his grace out at the carriage- 
window, and when he had restored him 
to a little composure, they both set out 
oD foot to the town, leaving the postilions 
to get the carriage and horses into an up- 
right position^ and to follow them to the 

VOL. !♦ B 



74 EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 

same, with all possibility, with the lug- 
gage of his grace. 

It was an early hour in the mornings 
when the travellers made their appear- 
ance at the door of the inn ; and as they 
were wrapped in roquelaires^ it was im- 
possible for any one to penetrate their 
disguise.. Here they reposed for six 
hours, took breakfast, and the duke 
treated Legrange witl^ a kindness which 
made the latter suppose his grace wa6 
really disposed to fulfil the promise he 
had made to him on this occasion ; and 
it consequently had the effect of exhila- 
rating the spirits of the valet to a con- 
siderable elevation, and in more instances 
than one, to throw off the distance 
which usually existed betwi}^t his master 
and himself, and to affect something 
nearer to familiarity. 



«» 
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The postilions soon arrived with the 
vehicle, which was very little injured; 
it required about half> an houi' to replace 
the shattered traces,^ and- new traces 
being then procured, the diike and Le* 
grange recommenced their journey with 
more alacrity than was to be expected, 
after the scene of peril and alarm they 
had recently encountered* The sky be- 
came unclouded, the sun shed a de- 
lightful splendor over every object ; 
even the duke himself, for a time, for- 
got the morosijfbaess which had lately 
grown upon hjm, since he had been 
engaged in a dispute with his mother^ 
a^nd conversed with his valet in a true 
and condescending cheerfulness. No 
accident occurred during the residue of 
iheir journey. At the fall of .the day, 
tbey reached the town to which they 
had directed their course, where a vessel 



re 
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WW vaitiog ill readioeM to take them 
0T« to the coQtiDent ; md bviow 
Bight, the .scores <^f tbf F<evQr-i$Ie I^a<l 
compietely viniihed Irom the ey«s o^ 
the (teke and his yali^t 



>ii 



r 



ANki FITTEtBN. 77 



CHAP. IV. 



/ 



ituihn'^AM i^*imeAJ0ke, amdits eoHiequatees^^ 
Involuntmry harmony-^Unpleasani news — A little 
episode on the subject of care^^Narcissus in the 
dumps, and his chief adviser in disgrace — A 
partial recovery. 

The time of Narcissus hung very 
heavy on bis hands ; there was the same 
routine or edting and drinking— <K)f wo* 
men and wine — of ostentatious ribaldry^ 
and splendid vacuity of thought. Duktl 
Ernest had been gone from the Fever« 
isle about fire diays, when a letter ar« 
rived from hi$ graee^o Narcissus. 

^* An apology for bis noil-appearance," 
said Mahon^, the confident of Narcisdus, 
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as he handed to him the letter. " The 
time your highness has assigned him is 
expired, and he is under orders to re- 
main longer in*his present quarters/' 

Without attending to the exclamation 
of Mahony, Narcissus had opened the 
letter, and read aloud as follows :•— 

** My dear brother, 

*< The duchess feels herself a little 
*' piqued at the anger and contempt of 
^* my mother^ and has prevailed oo me 
" to forego my intention to 'bring her 
** over to the Fever-isle, for the present. 
" My mother must be wrought on to 
^' change her mode of behaviour. Sup- 
" pose you endeavour to move her, by a 
^* promise that we will never come near 
*^ hertooffer her the slightestdisturbance, 
^' to give us a letter of introduction to 
^^ the chief domain-holders on the con ti- 
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•* nent, byjDeans of which we may tra- 
*^ ve] with eclat from one place to another. 
" If you gain this favor, my wife will 
'' feel herself easy, and I shall pre but 
*^ little about any thing else, the increased 
** income excepted. And now, my dear 
" Narcissus^ for a word or two on other 
"matters. My dear duchess has just 
" set about reforming me, as she calls it: 
*^ she has insisted upon it, that I should 
" throw away my stays^ (and that will 
** be a plaguy loss to Allen) ; that I 
" should adopt a new suiie of whiskers, 
" and mustachios of a lighter colour 
"«than those I have been accustomed to 
" wear ; that I should take ^ofF my hat 
^t to all who bow to me ; that I should 
teach her English ; that I shduld be* 
come altogether domestic, and leave 
'.^ off swearing, drinking, gaming, and 

** ing; and, in short, that I should, 

" in every respect, grow just the reverse 
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^* of that which I have been accustomed 
^ to appear. 1 have struggled and re- 
" sisted as long as I was able ; but, as 
•* Romebody says in the Bible, ' it is very 
^* bard to kick against the pricks ;* and, 
^' taking this into consideration, I have 
^* determined to relinquish the contest. 
^* I have often been complimented by 
^* some of my insolent countrymen, with 
^^ the title of a mere monkey; but when 
** I shew myself amongst you again, I 
*' am mucb mistaken if they will not 
'* find a nearer resemblance between the 
*• greater Omran^Outarig and your 

^ Ernest/' 

An immoderate fit of laughter from 
Narcissus followed the reading of this 
letter, in which he was joined by his 
faithful Mahony, who, on every occa- 
sion, was the perfect echo of his master. 
To every ha! fun/ ha/ of Narcissus, the 



T^tidy hif be/ ki/ of his eonfideot ren 
sponded ; so tbal wbee Melgilcm enter€4 
the apartment, unannounced,' in the 
midst of the tnerritnenC, altbougb be was 
Htt)e addicted to cracking jokes^ he could 
not avoid whispertng, in a lose prettjr 
audible, ^'^ I have Often beard of ixiouUi» 
laia echoes skipping from one cUff to 
WKHbef, but this is the first time I eves 
knew edho amusing herself betweea 
two bhtki" As bejGonckided^ be re* 
eoUeeted the folly of the remark in sueh 
company, and tried (o stifle it witk a 
fieni / 

< 

Thehfm, howe^ver^ was ineffectual} 
fet although Nareissus- lost the substance 
fyf the ]oke^ Mahony bad^ unfortunately 
for MiSldoB, caught the ^reasn of it ; 
»fid being never reluctant to make a lit- 
tle mischief, be immediately put bis 
mouth close to the attentive ear of his 

s 6 
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master, and communicated to him every 
word, not bating a single accent ! 

The countenance of Narcissus glowed 
a deep crimson; indignation and sur- 
prize st;ruggled for a few seconds, to ob- 
tain the mastery, till at length, having 
regained, in sdfne measurb, his compo- 
sure, the great man whispered a word in 
Mabony's ear, who immediately gliding 
behind Meldon, stepped quickly to the 
door^ and turning the key, m^de the 
poor adviser a prisoner. 

*^ Now, Meldon,'' said Narcissus, with 
a smile of triumph on his countenance, 
•* now, niy boy, since you have had your 
joke, ril have paine. What punishment 
does the knave deserve, Mahony ? Shall 
we whip him with netiles^ or put him in 
chancery /*' 
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Now^ to those who may be unac- 
quainted with the manners and customs 
of the Fever-islanders, it may be neces- 
sary, by way of elucidating these punish- 
ments, to state, that whipping with nettles 
was a kind of Soyish punishment fre- 
quently inflicted by childish tribunals at 
schools ; and that putting into chancery^ 
was a phrase very much in vogue amongst 
a class of men who, either for money, or 
con amore^ amused themselves with 
pummelling each other's bones about 
by the, ho^r and the minute, a science 
which was very much patronized in the 
island, and was denominated pugilism. * 

" Heaven forbid ! great sir/' uttered 
Meldon, with a deep and hollow groan 
of anguish ; for he well knew what 
ehancery was. 

*^ Let us not forget mercy in the heat 
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of our desire for strict justice," said 
Mabony; and then again putting his 
mouth close to his gracious master's ear, 
which was always open to whispers, he 
went on---" Suppose we make old sober- 
sides sing us a sorig/' 

** Bravo! bravissimo!" shouted Nar- 
cissus. " Thou art the prince of good 
fellows. We'll have a song, and a merry 
one, too/* 

in vain did poor MekJon declare his 
fnabilily losing; in vain did he deckre 
that he could not bear singing, and could 
not even endure to hear an Italian song ; 
tbat his^ situation and employment did 
not allow hiiili to think of harmony; and 
tbat he could just as soon attempt to 
pull down the sky with his hands, a^ to 
oblige his highness with'any thing like a 
%m%. He was willing to snbmirt to any 
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fcnortiftcation— any penance which it was 
in his power to perform ; he would stand 
in a corner of the room, with a fool's cap 
on his head ; would stay all day without 
food, and even go supperless to bed; 
but, Ood help him ! he could not sing-* 
he knew no words, and as to tunes, be 
was as little a judge of tbem, as be was 
of dogs, or borse-flesbr 

But prayers, and sighs, and tears (for 
Meldon even shed tears,) proved of no 
avail. Nareissns was determined to 
have a song; and, as for Mahony^ he 
stood, holding bis sides> and enjoying 
most ecstatically, the confusion of poor 
Meldon. *• Come, come," said Nar- 
cissus, '^ I have an original song in my 
pockety and here it is ; put what tune 
you please to it, or eing it to twenty 
tutee^f a* yoift Uke ; but sing yon siiall, 
M give lip youi pott about lay person ; 
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SO make no more excuses, but begin at 
once/' 



Meldon saw the impossibility of es* 
cape ;• making, therefore, a virtue of ne- 
cessity, after two or three dozen hems^ 
' to clear his voice^ and almost as many 
attempts to pitch it to a passable tune, 
the chap-fallen and disconsolate adviser 

took the paper^ -and sung — 

I - 

m 

SONG. 

I'm neither a quidnunc nor 8toic> 
Philosophical, sage, nor heroic ; 
But a son of good humour, and frolic, and glee. 
And women and wine are the pleasures for me> 

Of religion I know but right little ; 

For morality care not a tittle : 

And when by oldTinie from this glob<e I am driven. 

May Bacchus and Venus escort me to HeaTcn, 

Before Meldon had reached the end of 
his task, short as it was, the big drops 
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started on hh forehead, and chaced each 
other rapidly down his cheeks, while his 
two inveterate tornaentors more than 
ever enjoyed the perplexity into which 
they had placed their trembling victim ; 
and no sooner had he concluded^ than 
Narcissus declare^ he would make him 
sing it over again — a threat wiiich ope- ^ 
rated on Meldon something l\ke^ tertian 
ague^ making his very teeth chatter in 
his head, and his knees knock against 
each other, from excess of terror. He 
intreated hi^ master^ if he valued his * 
services, to abandon this cruel deter- 
mination, which would most unques- 
tionably deprive him of the little reason 
which remained to him; and he con- 
eluded, by praying Narcissus to listen to 
the purport of his visit, which was of 
some importance^ and required serious 
consideration. 



V 



\ 
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For some time, iiowever. Narcissus 
persisted i» his resolution, until Mahony 
became the advocate of -poor Meldon, 
and pleaded his cause with such effect, 
that his master consented to let bim es- 
cape this time, with bo repetition of 
punishment. " But, my boy,'* said he, 
** since you ba^e found a voice, it shall 
BOt be for want of practice, if it does 
jftot, in time, grow melodious/' 

m. The heat and ardour of the jok€ hav 
ing now abated^ Narcissijis. b^an to 

• assume a more staid and solkl coonte* 
nance, and gravely inquired wbat im* 
portant business had brougbl Meldon 
info his presence so unexpectedly, and 
aft such an unusual hour. 

««ir," repfo^d Meldon, who rapidly 
recovered himself, as^ h^^found bis mas* 
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ter become serious, '' I have news from 
the Rebel realm of some mom^Dt^ There 
has been an unfortunate difference be* 
tween Viscount Calderagh and the Dtike 
ef Laurels. 

" No more than I expected," replied 
Narcissus. *^ Calderagh is an officious 
puppy, always meddling with what does 
not concern hint', and the duke i^ too 
bigli-spirited to encttrre bis interference'; 
but what is to be done ? I canikot part 
with either of them.** jm. I 

. w I 

'' Your highness mistakes the real ^ 
cause of' the misunderstanding,'' re- 
turned MeldoQ, bowing most submis* 
Birely to the ground. 






V 



" Mfstbke tbe canse ! Do I mistake }" ^ 

asked Narcissas, rather trnpatiemdj. 
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** What Other cause can there be ? I 
hope there is no '* 



** Pardon me, great sir/* interrupted 
Meldon, " they have quarrelled about— 
not about military affairs, nor politics, 
but about " 

" About what ?*' reiterated Narcissus, 
most peevishly interrupting Meldon 
again. " Why can't you go through 
your tale straight forward?** 

" A woman. Sir," returned Meldon. 
" They have unfortunately got an in- 
trigue in the same house, and with the 
same person . Laurels caught Calderagh, 
as he says, poaching upon the manor 
which he had taken under his protection ; 
so they fell to high words, and then to 
blows. Laurels drew up6n Calderagh, 



AND FIFTEEN. 91 

and Calderagh drew upon Laurels, when 
the latter gave hie antagonist a devil of a 
wound somewhere about the groin, and 
a story is obliged to be trumped up of 
a horse having kicked poor Calderagh, 
or a carriage run against bin), or some* 
thing to the same purpose, and there he 
lies/^ 

V 

" Where does he lie ?*' vociferated 
Narcissus. '^ Confound the quarreU 
some rascals. Were there not more wo« 
men than one to be had ?'' 

** Oh yes, dread Sir," replied Meldon, 
*^ there were abundance to be had ; but 
both had a fancy to the same tit-bit, 
and th<en, Sir, you know, it became a 
point of honour with them, and each 
would sooner tisk death, than consent to 
relinquish his right/' ^ *^ 
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*^ And has the enmity ceased wi^ 
this explanation ?" asked NarccstiM^ 
rising, and walking irregularly u.p and 
down the room. 

^* I am sorry to say it has not^'' an- 
swered MeMon ; '' the enmity seetna 
higher than ever. Laurels swears he 
will not have any thing to do with af- 
fainr, while Calderagh is allowed to dic- 
tate and direct. He appears absoluteljr 
determined on this point/' 

Anguish aiid care, the common ten- 
ants of this habitable globe, as often* 
times intrude themselves into the gaudy 
mansion, and knock at the door of the 
exalted heart, as into the low-bora pea- 
sant's cabin. Greatness, it is true, may 
toise the recollection of unpleasant images 
in the giddy^ vortex of dissipation, and 
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UAsanetified revelry ; but when the voice 
of laughter has ceased through thespleh^ 
did dome— when the gilded cup no longer 
sparkles with the vivifying and intoxi* 
eating wine — when the charms of beauty 
are no longer before the ey^e, and the 
empty praises of the venal parasite sound 
no more upon the ear, it is then that sly 
reflection leads care over the ruins which 
dissipation has made into the unbarrica-* 
doed heart, and g^ves it scope and com« 
missioato begin its work of gloomy sor<* 
row ; and the more gaiety and folly have 
Bevelled, the more considerable are the 
materials which are left at the disposal 
of this enemy to illicit pleasures, and 
the (i^per and more durably is he en* 
ftbled to fix bis fangs in ihe very root of 
enjoynoent, and to riot ami^t the scat- 
tered wrecks of all the finer feelings of 
the bosom. ^ 
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Such was the case, at this moment^ 
with Narcissus. He felt himself stand- 
ing in a situation of peculiar difficulty 
and danger; propped, insecurely enough, 
it is true, by a multitude of pillars, but 
they were so unsound in their strength, 
and so dependant on each other, that he 
feared and trembled lest the removal of 
one should cause the whole to tumble, 
and should hurl* him, at once, dowp to 
the extreme of , trouble and dismay. He 
seldom thought seriously ; but when cir- 
cumstances forced a reflection into his 
mind, it uniformly brought with it a 
train of such horrid anticipatiofis, that 
be wanted the courage to look them/' 
boldly in the face, ^nd would, usually, 
for want of better defences, fly to the- 
bottle, and IfendeavouT to drown the in- 
truders in the repeated bumpers of stupi* 
fying cordial, until caVe and reason to- 
gether deserted his intellectual mansion. 



{ • 
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For some time did Narcissus continue 
silently to pace up and down the apart* 
ment, bis bosom agitated by a thoJi^sa!nd 
contending emotions^ for it was long 
before he could make up his mind to 
any particular mode of conduct which 
seemed to promise him any efiectual 
relief from the troubles he foresaw. At 
length in a ^voice scarcely audible, he 
exclaimed — '' A plague on their quar- 
rels, say I. Mijst I be sacrificed to 
their love of intrigue ? Did I send 
them to Rebel realm to hunt out fine 
women, and then to quarrel with each 
other about the possession of them. I 
wish I had better advisees, but 1 want 
courage to think and act for myself; and 
while I depend upon these rotten sup- 
porters, I am every day in danger of 
being tumbled into the mud. I am a 
moit miserable man, in the very midst 
of all possible pleasures/' 
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Mahony was thunderstruck by this ex- 
traordinary soliloquy. It was so rarely 
that he heard his master reasoning with 
himself) that he immediately began to au« 
gur some important consequences from 
the phenomenon. He called to mind, that 
when men begin to think, it is the first 
step towards a reformation, and a refor- 
mation was by no means a desirable 
object with him, since it wad possible 
that a change might take place, that 
might sweep away all the real pickings 
which lay at his; command. 

Meldon was not a jot better pleased : 
he did not at ajl relish the apparent m^s* 
tery which lurked in the language of 
Narcissus. He bated the idea of change, 
as he hated the devil ;-^^nd most sin- 
cerely did he at the moment, vent a 
thousand secret curses against the Duke 
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of Laurels and CaMeragh for not being* 
better politicians than to let their love- 
of intrigue get the better of their reason, 
or at least for allowing the redl eause 
and consequences of their dispute to get 
wind, and reach the ears of Naroissus. 
What might be the result of this impru- 
dence to himiself ami his fellow-advisers, 
he almost dreaded to anticipate; but,: 
at ^ny rate, the only plan, which ap- 
peared feasible, for the moment, was 
to attempt to avert the anger of Nar- 
cissus from himself more particularly. 
He accordingly summoned up resolution, 
and^ advancing towards iiis master, ex« 
claimed, '^ Great Sir, leave them to 
settle their differences between them- 
selves. Why should your highness in- ' 
terfere ? A few days, and the heat of 
their feelings may have subsided, and, 
ill the mean time, you can recal Cal« * 

VOL. T. P 
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deragb> and reprimand him for his rasb^ 
ness? 



V' 



" Begone from my sight,*' exclaimed 
Narcissus, Jn a tone of vehemence — 
" Yoij none of you care for my peace;, 
you have hoodwinked me too long ; 
leave me directly, and when I have de- 
ternlined how to act, I will send for 
you." 

> 

\ * 

The manner of Narcissus would not 
brook delay ; Meldon bowed silently, 
and, with his eyes full of teara^ and his 
bosom overcharged with grief, took his 
leave, and sorrowfully retraced his way 
to his own house to tell the sad tidings 
to bis wife. 

In the mean time, Mahony ventured 
to speak such effectual consolation to 
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his master, as^ in the course of a few 
miniUes, to restore him to good humour 
with himself, and consequently with 
every other indiViduah 



• « 



V 
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CHAP. V. 



A visit to the Duchess and a new character in this 
fdstory^ although not new in real life — Domes-- 
tic jarring-^ Successful issue of the visit of 
Narciisus — Filial intrusion and disobedience^^ 
^ Some insight into a near connection of Narcis*. 
sus» 



The Duchess of Whelps had pretty 
well recovered from her last violent 
attack, and was engaged m a tete-d'tite 
with her grand-daughter, Lady Char- 
lotte Cambray, when Narcissus arrived 
to communicate the contents of the 
letter he had received from his brother 
Ernest. It was the first time, since the 
day he had been witness to her agitation 
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on the entmoce of her Hudutiful Mn^ 
that he bad found leisure to make bis 
persooial inquiries after his mother^ and, 
had not inisioess required his appear- 
ance to>*day, it is far from impossible 
that the visit might have been procras- 
tinated to a still more distant period^ 
for Narcissus was by no means extremely 
atfedted to the company of his mother, 
as the embers of an old disunion be- 
tweeQ than, were still unquenched in 
his bosom. 

It is probable too, that the Duchess 
faerseif was aware of the real disposition 
of Narcissus, or eke, she shrewdly sus- 
pected the nature of his errand, for no 
sooner did he make his appearance, than, 
instead of greeting him with a smile of 
welcome, which however ins'mcere and 
disingenuous it might be in its nature, 
the courtesy of high life demanded^ she 
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assumed a serious,, not to say a frowning 
countenance, as she exclaimed— ^'' You 
have taken long enough^ Sir, . to deter- 
mine upon the, propriety of paying your 
mother a visit during her' indisposition ; 
anji pray to what circumstance, after all, 
must I ascribe the honour of,this visit ?" 

t - 

Narcissus was not discomposed by 
trifles: assuming^ therefore, an air of 
perfect non chaJance, he- promptly re- 
plied, " The honor and pleasure, Madani/ 
are exclusively my own, and believe me, 
nothing but urgency of public business, 
could have prevented me from paying 
Xfiy respects earlier where dutj as well as 
incKnation so powerfully; required my 
attention " ' -^ /'' 

" Papa grows more polite than ever^** 
exclaimed Lady Charlotte, without 
raiding her eyes from the paper on which 
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she was making the copy of a sketch — 
" and grandmaiDa, 1 think, grows mors 
cross than she used to be. Heigho, 
for a husband !" ' . 

'^ Hold your tongue,' saudeboXj" 
cried the duchess. " Who told you, 
Madam Minx, to interfere ? I find, after 
all the pains I have taken with you for 
the last several months, I am likely to 
make but very little improrement ia 
you. lil give you up, if I am to,havc 
much more trouble, I will, impudence ! 
I'll not be plagued as I have been, with 
such a termagant grandchild." 

you won't be plagued with 
gant grandchild, I shan't, 
ith a sour crusty old grand- 
s certain," exclaimed Lady 
id then added with an arch 
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look, " I woDcter which will be tlie 
gainer by the change !" 

" You'll make me ill again, hussey, 
you will," vociferated the duchess, 
wliile her eyes flashed fury, and her 
cheeks were red with passion. Nar- 
cissus also thought it time to interfere 
and check the hoydenish impertineoce of 
bis daughter, and accordiugly he shook 
bis bead angrily at Lady Charlotte, and 
addressed her, '• Charlotte — if you value 
my favour, or if you wish for good treat- 
ment in future, I desire you will behave 
more respectfully to your grandmother. 
I have no idea of ydung u^y giiis as- 
suming such airs of indepenrence.^ 

" I, know you have not, papa," m " 
tered Lady Charlotte, pouting her 11 
and playing tfith her pencil — " I kn( 
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papa, yoQ think we poor women are fit 
fbr nothing but to be snubbed and 
checked, «nd driven about, and ba« 
nished just as you men please: lam 
sure of this, very sure of it indeed, or 
else, you never would have served my 
mother as you did. You would not 
have tried to bring her into disgrace. 
Without any cause ; and then, because 
you could not succeed in your designs,^ 
compel her to go away out of the 
cQuntry, and to fly from her child— ^you 
would not — *' 

" ^op your prating, hussey, or Fll 
take^ou'and lock you up in a dark room 
for^g'^. and forty hours, I will,'* in- 
*errupted Narcissxis^ 



r 



" Well^ and you may do so if you 
please," cried Lady Charlotte, — " I 
dare say I should not be so frightened 

F 5 



^ ^ 



* 
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to be locked up in a dark room as you 
would, for I have done nobody any 
wrong, not I ; and I should not be a bit 
afraid of being visited by any frightful 
dreams/' 

« 

^^ Go out. of the room this moment, 
hussey," vociferated Narcissus, stamping 
his feet violently on the ground — *' Get 
yoi% gone to your governess, and tell 
her. if she can't teach you to conduct 
yourself with more propriety, I'll dis- 
charge bCT^4rom my service: of that I 
am determined/' 

. "^ And^ f am determined no governess 
shall Qontroul me," cried Lady (jiiar- 
lotte — ** So, papa, if you think to send^ 
any body to govern me, you are yer^ 
much mistaken ; or any body that shall - 
make me cease to talk of my mother, or 
to tell you how badly you have behaved 



i 
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to hen And as to going out of the 
room, I hope you don't' think it a pu- 
nishment to make me leave company 
which is always snubbing and thwart- 
ing me.'* ' ' 

And as she said this, Lady Charlotte, 
without waiting for a reply, flounced out 
of the apartment, while the djuchess, 
shaking her head, exclaimed^ '' That 
girl is the most determined plague I 
have. She causes me more uneasiness 
than even. my ungrateful and undutiful 
son, Ernest.** 

**^ By the bye. Madam,*' retumed 
Napcissus, eagerly seizing the opportu- 
nity thus thrown in his way, of intro- 
ducing the subject of his visit — " I 
have just received a letter from my 
brother, which 1 hope will tend to com- 



I - 
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pose you, and to lessen your uneasineia 
ftq^cting him/' 



^^ Uneasinera about him!'' repeated 
the duchess — '^ don't think that I am 
uneasy about any such a graceless fellow. 
No, DO, the time is gone by when I 
eared so much about him as to feel un-* 
eaainefta. But pray, Narcissus, vrhat is 
this you have to communicate ?'' 

" Eroest, Madam/' returned Nar- 
cissufi^ ** penetrated with remorse for 
his disobedience, but having acfually 
married the object of his wishes, has 
detflrmioed to banish himself entirely 
from your presence ; and he has request* 
ad me only to make intercession with 
you to obtain for him your lett«rs of 
recommendation to the notice of some 
of the distinguished fonilies of the 
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cfMtitvsat, in order that by mingling 
tvith some of the gaj society which is 
to be found in the hemisphere of high 
tife^ he may render the term of his exile 
tome^hat more tollable/' 

This appeal seemed to pi^oduce some 
eflfoct u^n the feelings of the duchess* 
The idea that this disobedieat son was 
about to remain at a distance, and con- 
sequently, would no longer harass her 
with his presence, evidently operated 
most powerfully in exciting an unusual 
elevation of spirits. Her countenance 
once more displayed a contour of sere- 
nity, and, lapsing into a profound reverie, 
for a moment, she soon recovered, her- 
self, and exclaimed—" Whv, as to that 
request, if I could be sure he would re- 
main where lie is; if I could obtain any 
security for his not coiliing near to trou- 
ble me^ I might be induced td agree to 
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his request ;* bat you know,' Narcissus; 
yoa well know there is ho trusting him/' 

■ • 

^^ I think, Madamv with all becoming 
deference/* returned Narcissus^- " that 
you may give him credit this time. Let 
me intreat that for your own quieVs 
sake you will give up to Ernest in this 
particular. Consider, Madam, thegreat 
value of your health !-^C6nsider — '* , 

'^ Have you almost done talking 
secrets, and are you gbt^ into good hu- 
mour?" asked Lady Charlotte,' peeping 
in at the door which she had gently 
opened without the least noise or dis- 
turbance, and interrupting her father in 
the middle of his mpst filial and courtly 
harangue. 

I. 

" Oh \ a plague on that girl !'* scream- 
ed the duchess, starting from her seat. 
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and -then throwing herself again most 
theatrically upon the couch — " L am 
sure she ,will be the death of me. 
Was ever such* breeding ? Was ever 
such conduct L. Did you ever see such 
a breach of good mariners?'* \ 

" Never, madam, upon my honour, 
never !" replied Niaircissus — ^ I am 
ashamed of the untutored, impertinent 
hussey, I am. And I am determined to 
inflict some punishment, which shall 
impress upon her memory a lesson of 
good manners worthy to be remem- 
bered.*' 

*' Thank you, papa,'* cried Lady 
Charlotte, making her way into the 
room, advancing to the front of Nar- 
cissus, and dropping him a low curtsey, 
*' I am much obliged to you indeed, 
but I have lessons of good breeding 
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duDoed ia my ears from morniDg to 
night by my old govemess* I have told 
the old creature^ however, that I wiU 
not be plagued so, and that if she persists 
in boring me, 1 never will have any 
more to say to her." 

•* They have been dunned to very 
little purpose I fear/' replied Narcissus ; 
'^ but I must adopt a different course, 
or 1 perceive that in a short time, you 
will lose all respect not only for me, but 
for your grandmother, and for all your 
frieftdly advisers who are careful of 
your happiness. I must teach you dif. 
ferently, however : so prepare yourself, 
madam, to go back with me to my own 
house, for the experiment." 

" What then, I suppose your house 
is a hospital," answered Lady Char- 
lotte, *^ and thither I am to be carried 
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•to be €11 1 aftd flogged for the benefit of 
all the race of independent daughteris^ 
und as a warning to all those wlbo shall 
presume to think and speak for tbem- 
selves. But I thank you, my dear papa^ 
and if you please, I would rather stay 
here with nay grand mother, than go to 
be made etny experfment of.** 

Narcissus was but little used to con« 
tradktion ; and the moment he heard 
his daughter endeavouring to Oppose 
his intention, all his prudence and for^ 
bearance instantly took flight, and he 
made two or three rapid strides towards 
Lady Charlotte, as if with an intention 
to enforce bis menace. Lady Charlotte 
started back, and gazing on her father in- 
tently for a moment, hastily ejaculated, 
** Ah V* and with a scream and a bound 
was out of the apartment and the man- 
sion in a few seconds; and before Nar- 
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cissUft wds half recovered from his sur- 
prize at her unexpected and stubborn 
mannefV-he perceived' her through the 
window, hastily tripping into the thick- 
est part of the fociest, .unattended and 
almost^ uncovered, folio wjed by a' little 
favourite kid which she had reared, and 
which was the constant companion of 

* 

her walks. 

Anger and surprize for son^e time got 
the better of the reason of Narcissus 
whpn he thus saw himself slighted and 
made, of no account. " ThQ:gypsey !" 
said he^ as soon as he recovered suffici- 
ent composure to speak — "See how, 
little she heeds her father's wishes. Had 
her mother dropped but a single hint of 
her wishes, it had been ample enough 
to command instant attention; but I — I 
— am abused and disobeyed.** 



*> 



*** 'Tis all your own fault," replied 
the duchess^^ — ^* You have taught the 
girl to think too inucb of herself. * You 
have spoiled her m her education^ dnd 
vou will have to endure the ' conse- 
quences of your misnianageiEnent. But 
leave her to me this time, and you shall 
see, when you ; visit her again, that I 
have found out the secret how to ^ make 
her a more obedient daughter/* 

- Natcissus was glad of the pretext to 
get awayV without seeing* Lady Char- 
lotte again ; for truth to tell, he hiad had 
SO' many disputes with her on the sub- 
ject of her mother, and she had so uni-^ 
formly come out of the contest with an 
air of triumph, that he began t6 despair 
of making any thing of her, by his own 
unassisted efforts. But the reader may 
ask^ who was her mother ? 



'\ 
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Gentle reader ! The sti«y may be ot>. 
tained at jQiiH l^igtb, on reference to tbe 
" Month in Town;" but hs thou mayest 
never have perused that epitome of iUus« 
trious transactions^ it shall again be 
told^ but with a degree of brevity which 
shall make it less unpalatable than long 
delineations and descriptions. Know 
then, that Narcissus, after spending the 
commenc^Bment of his manhood, i& 
ranging about amongst the flowers of 
beauty, to oblige his friends and to ac- 
commodate himself to the wishes of tiie 
Fevei* islanders, had married a lady from 
a distant manor, but who was one of 
his father's kindred. She was gifted 
with all those qualifications which are 
necessary to theliappiness of man : she 
was young, comely, affectionate, and 
sanguine ; and for a while she succeeded 
tolerably well in giving satisfaction to 
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her bdshmd But he hod been too much 
accustomed to vatiety, aad constmojfr 
bad no attisicttans for him. Soon aftec 
tbs birth €)f Lady Clhiajrlotte, he took a 
disHke to ht» wife> which soon grerw to 
such a piteh, that he made every en^ 
dieavour to traduce her fair fame, and to 
destroy her reputation in the estimation 
of the tenants, who were all devoted to 
her interests. Eveiy scheme was tried 
to render this plot against her character 
effectual: she was accus^ of crimes 
which, when brought to proof, vanished 
like mists before the sun : her father- 
in- laH^ stood up in her behalf, and de* 
dared bis perfect conviction of her inno- 
cence ; the tenants were equally satis* 
fied of her purity ; but Narciasus closed 
his em: against the voice of truth and 
equity, for he hated her, apd had sworn 
to persecute her to the uttermost. He 
now treated her with contempt, violated 



lis SIGHTSBK nUNDKEB 



\ 



the common principles of politeness 
in his necessary transactions with her, 
and ultimately, by his uniform cruelty, 
succeeded in driving her away from' the 
Fever-isle ; and she was now wandering 
a forlorn fugitive^ in distant countries, 
fai* from the child of her ajSection, from 
the husband who bad sworn to love and- 
cherish her, and frbm all . the dearest 
ties, and nearest sympathies of life. 

' Siich is the exile's tale. If there be 
a bosom so callous to every benevolent 
feelings that it beats not with sensibility 
on hearing her sufferings ; if there be an 
eye in human nature which refuses the 
tribute of a tear to her sorrows, let the 
misanthrope envy their stoicism : the 
philanthropist's sorrow will be excited at 
the contemplation of an unsusceptibility 
which would be far from exalting - the 
character of man ! ^ 
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: Narcissus eagerly ' availed himself of 
the excuse offered by his mother, for bis^ 
non-pTOcrastination Of his visits and im- 
mediBtely returned to his own residenceV ^ 
to communicate to his brother the re- 
suit of the application to the . duchess 
in his favour; and scarcely bad he been 
two hours at home, be^re a footman' 
ajrrived with the letter of introduction ' 
for which he had just, been making his 
applicatiobl' The epistle was unsealed/ 
and Narcissus, opening it with some 
small share of curious anxiety, read as 
follows:— 

' *'• To all lords and. ladies of manors, 
** all rulers of stewardships, bailiwicks, 
*^ electbiatses, arid ^domains, hered^ary 
* * bir ' elective, leasehold, copyhold, or 
"freehold^ wheriesoever > lying, and in* 
"'whomsoever vested, -the Duchess of 
" Whelps sehdeth greeting.— These pre-* 



(( 
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^ seols db certify, that her aoci Ernest 
«^ halii married a certain duchess o£ 
ibneign extraction, who is his compar' 
nioa in the faearibg of these credentoak,; 
*^ and wbo^ in "point of fam^il^r and' ce>n* 
'' nectiOns, is by n^ ks^ns an unwortlij 
'^ match fidf him; and that it is tbeieair- 
'' nest <ipsare and request, and intJiteat}^. 
«« <tf her the aforesaid D ucbess of Whelpa^ 
'> that her said son £rnds£,.aittl Ms w^fei 
'^ shonld be received with all beeoming 
*' respect whereMever they may appear, 
*^ the same as if the Duchess of Whelps 
" had herself publicly introduced thlero 
" to the leading tenants^of the Fever-isle, 
<^ as her son and daughter-in-law ,^ a cir- 
i^ cumstance which, for diirers wei^iy 
«« reasoMTy (jHttthing detrim^vbai. to the 
<^ dignity of the aforesaid: Ernest aisd bis 
*^'wi£s,) has not yet takea plapei. And 
^' the aforesaid Duchessof WteBl(i$r {ftrHt 
^^ so value the. j^ienda^iip of theaaid lorda 
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^* and ladies of manors/rulcre of stew- 
" ardships, bailiwicks, electorateis, and 
^^ domains, to whom these presents ar^ 
" addressed, as they the said lords and 
" ladjefi, &c. shall shew their respect 
" for these presents, in their cordial re- 
*• ception of her son Ernest and his wife, 
** the said bearers of them. »Given at 
*' the mansion of the Duchiess of 
*> Whelps, in the capital of* the Fever- 
>^ isle, this first day of ; August, in the 
^^ year of our Lord one thousand 
^^ eight hundred and fifteen, and sealed 
" with our own seal of office. 

(Signed) «. C. Whelps/' 

Narcissus could scarce refrain from a 
hearty Itiugh as be perused the%rma]t 
style of this introductory epistle^ " Gad« 
zooks,'' said he to himself — *' My mother 
must have taxed her wits pretty high to 
produce such a piece of epistolary elo« 

roL. I, a 
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tjuence-in so short a time/ and it will be 
m-ne in me^ imoiediately to dispatch it 
^to Efne9t, before the old lady shall have 
kmA time to alter her determination/' 

Scar.eeiy allowing himself time to di- 
gest his .soliloquy, Narcissus sat down 
4o iiis writing-stable, and produced the 
-following less technical and pedantic 
-epistle to hia brother, after some little 
'exrertion of patience and labour, for he 
^ad but little addicted to correspon- 
^nce, 

" So fer, so good, my boy. HerewitK^ 

'> you will receive the Duchess's carte 
"^<^ hhnihe^ which ia to .be. your passport 

^* into all the first society of the Conti- 
-*« neiit. Make the most of it, my good 

^' fellow, for believe me it cost me some 
'** pains to procure it. God speed your " 

^^ progress in ^the work of reform ! I 



A 
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** myself am no friend of reform, but 
•* that is neither here nor there : you are 
newly married, and must be under 
proper subordination for the present; 
" therefore God speed you, I a^ay. la 

" the course of a few moqths I shall 

* 

ha^»e a very different account pfypu, 
or I aOD greatly aAistekken. Butgoon, 
and prosper in your own w*jr ; I will 
take care of the money matters; 
therefore be under no japprehensions 
about your income, which I am bound 
to yjHi tQ provide. Yours^ ever. 

** Narcissus/* 

As soon as he bad finished his letter, 
be put them both in an eavelope^ and 
summoning Mahony, ordered him in* 
3tantly to dispatch a special jnessenger 
with the packet to his brother, th?it no 
time might be lost in conveying to him 
the news of his success. 

• G 2 
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CHAP. VI. 



A peep into domestic life^ shewing how a Duke and 
Duchess may amuse themselves at home — An tn- 
trusioip^A Duke not always a hero — An un^srw 
pected substitute, and female heroism-^its conse^ 
ptences* 



In the mean time, Duke Ernest, in 
the company of his wife, had gradually 
lost^ all jthe unpleasant images of an 
angry mother, a disappointed family, 
and the like, anJ was rapidly advancing 
towards the character of a domestic 
man. His voyage from- the Fever-isle 
to the residence of his spouse, had been 
most propitious ; the very winds of 
Heaven appeared to respect his worth. 
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aiid would not " visit his face too rough- ' 
ly." In passing through a forest on the: 
borders of Handover^ thiey were attacked - 
by two ferocious fallows, the advanced 
guard of a band of midnight plunderers ; 
but by a lucky aim^ Legrange had 
broiigfat the foremost villain to the 
ground, and th^ other, on seeing the fate 
of his companion, instantly clapppd ^ 
spurs to his steed, and was out of sight 
in a moment. With this single excep- 
tion, the residue of the journey passed 
most delightfully ; and Duke Ernest, in 
two days and a half from his takirig 
leave of his brother Narcissus, enicir-I 
cled his lovely Duchess in his arms. 

" Well/' said the Duchess, in rather 
a careless tone, after the first endearing, 
enquiries had passed away ; •* Well, my 
dear Ernest, and pray what had the 
Duchess to say for herself? Do tell me 
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direoUy, for iadeed I am all dyings 
impatience. You musit change th^se 
oUtotifi whiskers/' ' 

" The Duchess, my lohre/' returned 
Dulce Eroesit — ^* looked plaguy bltie a*, 
me, and stwoied a great deal^ asd fretted 
With 90^ mute'b violeoee as io bring on a 
vte'y serious fit of illness, and then she 
refused to say a wokd tome, Of tb-^ew » 
word from me, and then, my deaA^ we 
pftrted/'. 

'« Farted! Parted!'' ejaculated the 
Duchess* ^^ What without making eajf 
commudoiieatioii' ta heo on the subject of 
your visit ? You are deceiving me/' 
' ' '" . 

/«■ Sd>. ray lojirfe, never/^ aasw^ned. 
Duke' Sliest. ^ Whal tine db«r»h was 
the uste^of my pevsiB^ing^ in vtmng yaav 
namei, whea she; shut hw e«t8^ aisdl 'poei^ 
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tiTelys^ore tiiat she vi^ouIIdI not bear 0110 
syllable on tiie 9iibje<st; Fmdiintg. tbis 
to be ttie ca^e^ 1 detirflA^neUirtoimaice'ftf 
virtue ofn^cessi^y, aiirf to praiseMaays^ 
for the e^tcelUnoe of my chcrkra^^ aadi 
you for your attractions, when off sh& 
went into a ftfi»<rm9i, which> brought oh. 
a fit of her old disorder/' 

^* a^€;y on tt^, Srnest/' etxilaimedl 
the Duohess — *' Why* what a fuss the 
old womai) 'makes about th9 business t 
Yet strrely I am, of the same fiesb midi 
blood as^ herself) and I.feney nat^^try: 
distatit^iv), kin from her, • And- didi noii 
she at Ihsl^ ci^^ent to necei've me a^ hav 
daughtef!Mfi4aw ?^* 

•* Rec€ffv«tyoth my lore? Why Ler* ' 
bfessryou,** replied Ernest^ *' she won*t> 
hear ot fru<rk athang: so all th»> I; catt doi 
iS" to^ tavMgt 4b gaia* that by a stratagem^ 



«S8 XIGBTEKN HUNDBEB 

which she will not concede to affection* 
I mean to write to Narcissus to gain her 
sanction and letter of introduction to 
the gay and fa3hions^ble circles round 
the various domains of the continent, 
and that once gained, we will visit the 
old Dowager in spite of her teeth/' 

** I cannot help thinking bow the old ~ 
lady will frown and rage/' replied the 
duchess. '^ Methinks I see her,^ taking 
a pinch of snuff with all the composure 
imaginable, when you and I suddenly 
bolt into the room. ^ My dear mother/ 
methinks you say, ^ receive your, chil- 
dren to your arms, and let all past anger 
be forgotten.'- ' Get out of my sights 
you disobedient wretch/ says she ; * get ^ 
away from me, for I hate the very sight 
of you ; and as for you, madam^ who 
have dared to marry my son without my 
consent^ Til have nothing to say to yoi}/. 
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And then, Ernest, according to the 
common custom upon these occasions, 
I'll bend one knee, and beseech her to 
relent, and you will join me ; and then 
the old lady will fume more and more^ 
and vow, and protest, and swear, and 
refuse, and finally tiell us we grow im- 
pertinent, and — he! he! he! Tell me 
Ernest, how do you like my picture ?" 

^* He! he! he!*' echoed Ernest. " It 
is capitally drawn, my charmer ; and if 
you can laugh at it so heartily, why, 
d — '— n me, my love, so can I." 

At this period of the Ute-dMle^ Ge- 
neral Zintzcherdizoff was announced, 
and almost immediately followed the 
servant into the apartment, trtmbling 
from head to foot, like a leaf shaken in 
the wind, and perspiring from top to 

' G 5 
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toe^ with 9C^fCfily. the abilrty left him 
to utter* si^in^e syUabla. 

The duke aad duQbes9> wei^€| not ^ 
littk alairiped a^t the {^tated^ppesfrance 
of the geiiei^l,' who was not won|; to be 
discon^posed by trifles ; and E)rnest, in* 
deeci, was so parsilyzed with terror, as to 
bp u^tterjf)^ unable td ask the meaning of 
, the phenomenon. The duchess, how- 
eyepy \y<bo pps^^ased a' grtater share of 
f^rtUttde afid: presence of mkid}/ in a few. 
I90ttl^nts^ r^<xve%ed herself sufi^ciently 
to exclaim,, "What, in G/od's uan^e, haf^ 
happened, giebia^l?" 

\ « Ote wadaift l« ii}«4«f».t" »tanwn?red 
tfcjegetowall. *^ tW strata of the town 
s^e ip.a compiet^ iLproar>; the Wbiskerr 
amolf]^ have offesdM. ^e inhabita^vtsi^. 
V^li lefti tbeUU»f. }^t\»s, the^f^rmexi 
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m 

aisd the fc^mer thrbaftetiing to* i^e^ d]^n 
tiler kitten r (Kit I beggeit tbeth to ra»^ 
peiid their fwy, till I grhould get yocnr 
b^bne«9 to p«it yourself at the heaid of 
your guardr aiid hdsreo to the spot^ . to 
qtuelt the sy^fitoms of riot, wiiich: look 
so alariiliii^!'* 

" Me, me, me !" exclaimed Duke 
Ernest. ^ Me put myself J— Where? I 
^m in a bad state of healthy and youf 
must eaicuse me, geoeral. Ydu had 
better dress yourself in my unMbrm^ 
and you will very well pass for me, in 
the hurry, dangjir^ and eonfusion^of the 
nomeBt/' 

« Cowardly fellow!** cried tM du>- 
cb^ssc *^ Up quickly, if you would de^ 
semre the name of soldier, and shake^ff ! 
tbia disgrac^fuV fit erf apprehenaioii/' ^ 
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At this moment a loud shouting wm 
heard in the streets^ followed speedily 
by a fire of musketry, on which the ge- 
neral, forgetful for a moment of the dig- 
nity of the person to whom he addressed 
himself vociferated, ^^ What, S>r ! will 
your highness sit here, and loiter^ while 
the people are being sacrificed ?'* ~ 

**. Better thj^y than me," cried Ernest, 
alnorost unintelligibly. " Better a few be' 
slain, than for me to venture while the 
danger is so great/' 

He had scarcely spoke these words, 
before the duchess left her apartment in 
a violent paroxysm of anger, while Ge- 
neral Zintzcherdizoff in vain endeavoured 
to instil something like courage into the 
bosom of the duke, who still sat trem- 
bling and shaking in his seat. Some 
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persons there may be who would call 
this cautious behaviour by the name of 
cowardice, but they leave out of their 
estimation the quality of the duke. It 
might have been cowardice in a peasant, 
whose life is of no value to society — of 
none beyond the little circle round his 
cottage fire,and consequently, who has no 
motive of a more exalted nature to regu- 
late his love of self-security. But in the 
conduct of the duke, the necessary cau- 
tion which he displayed, was to be at- 
tributed solely to a proper consideration 
for the feelings an^ interests of all about 
him; he knew full well the immense 
consequence of his own existence, the 
untimely rupture of which would have 
operated to the overthrow of the whole 
system of the domestic government. It 
was therefore a duty incumbent upon 
him to take care of that which was of 
such univerjsial value. There was no 
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cowardice in bis dispdeition-; and who- 
ever asserts that there' wa», i» guilty of 
the unpardonable sin of- tireason against 
the majesty of- rank. 

While the general xras thus engaged 
in trying to induce the duke to forget 
the consideration due to Hid own safety; 
which by the way, waa perforcning a^mo^t 
disloyal part, on a sudden^ the door of 
the apartment flew open, and the duchess 
herself^ arrayed in a military unifoFm^ 
stood before the astonished pain '*^ l^^ 
said she, in a voice of indignant Pe60»- 
lutk)n, as she eyed the duke, ** I have 
none of the«e foolish appreliensioD&» 
Since your higbtiess trembles to appear 
at the head of the regiment, to restore 
the peace of the town, I am ready ^to^ 
*?bccupy the post of honour a^nd d&ng^r 
in your stead ; for I have long creased to 
trenrtlle at the idea of death/* 
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Many persons in the situation of the 
duke, would ha^ve felt a sensation of 
pride and mqrtification, at this rebuke 
from a wife; but his highness was above 
all such feelings. Hris eyes sparkled 
with delight, on perceiving that a sub^ 
stitute had so readily stepped forward 
ta undertake the office, who^ if she did^ 
not do much towards saving his fair fan^e 
from the slur of scandal, would^ at. 
least, preserve his^ delicate and illustrious 
person from the peril which would await 
it in an endeavour to appease a tumultu* 
gus piC^puJace, stimulatied by a thirst to 
revenge insults daily offered thseoi, and 
a licentious soldiery, flushed, with tri« 
umpb« a,nd animated; by an. unlawful and 
insatiable desire of plunder,, devastation^ 
and oppression. 

^* Myf dear duchassr,'* exchimod Er* 
nest; m a voi€»& of. mojie firmness* thsiD 



j%", 
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he had assumed since General Zintz- 
cherdizoff had made his appearance — 
^.^ You really are a prodigy ; and I re- 
ally am at a loss which most to admire, 
the charms, naivite, or courage of your 
character. ZintzcherdizofF, assist me 
to do homage to her exalted merits. 
Zounds, let my mother say e'en what - 
she will, I^would not be without such a 
wife, no not to be a sovereign of all the 
land between the zones/' 

General Zintzcherdizoff, thus called 
upon, was compelled to say something. ^ 
Nevertheless he was much puzzled what 
to say; for, being a consummate cour- 
tier, and a wily politician^ he WQuld not 
for worlds utter a single syllable which 
could be interpreted into disrespect for 
the duke, or which could by possibi- 
lity, be perverted into disparagement of 
his courage. He therefore, being in 
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much perplexity for a few moments, 

« * 

stck)d and stroked his immense whiskers 
wHh m^eh gracie and consideration, and 
after the performance of this ceremony, 
which gave him time to collect his scat- 
tered thoughts, he half unintelligibly 
stammered forth — ^^ Your highness is 
doubly blest ; and her highness is also 
blessed : your highneiss in having a spouse 
who is thus instigated by alUpowerful 
affection to risk her life in the defence 
of your honour and security ; and her 
highness, in the possession of a consort 
who is actuated by a proper desire to 
preserve hi nisei f for the benefit and de- 
light of mankind/' 

As the general uttered this harangue, 
which had cost him no small pains and 
exertion in the utterance, he made a 
miost profound bow, from which he had 
but half raised himself to his perpeadf* 
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cular, before his ears wero: saluted bj^ar 
reply from the duchcst b^t^self^ wbOi ib 
no very soit^ nor gentle toAesi exi^ls^oi* 
ed««^^ 'Tis) ail fa)ae^ g<m<)ral'; I a(a not 
blessed in a hushmd ; fon li bave pieked 
up one who has no more cmitag^e-ini bis 
ceinposition than my cockatoto^ ^v^ch 
flies from a fillip of my finger, ivith qm 
mnch expedition a» art) voitamed) ktrh 
from the yain fire of a ctuais^^ sfiorts^ 
man* Don't tejl me of h^ car«, .sad his- 
caution, and all the rest oihm tihingumi^ 
bobs. I don't understand much:, of the 
language of tbe^^Fever-isle^ but I thinks 
I hare heard socrathing whiob iXHaea- 
nearer my ideas of his conduct, and I 
' think it is like cow — cow — cow." 

^ Your highness is. right, m the term,, 
but wrong in the application of it/' ve* 
turned iitbe general. '^ Applied to nmao. 
in^vkhials,. tha mord ](o|Kailu4ei to is. 
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b£ a verj opprobrtons natuve, but vrbeii 
attaahed to an 411ua!trfous; csbaractl)r^ it 19^ 
iBstaotty ehaii^d iiito one of die. finest 
compliments in the langttags: Your, 
highness will pardon me for presuming 
to conrect you/* 

♦'-Ohi. certwoly, Gerieml/* aociW€^Qd 
the doehea»'-^^' lioTi i£ it be a co^apli*' 
ment^ I xertainly bare v^y much misn 
imdemtood the word ; and sjiaice it 'wm^j 
r wilL no longer peistsft in* applying it to 
my (kike, ainee heimtm^be most ooto^ 
riously undeserring* a£ iA« Wouid any .'' 
nan' of spirvt^-^wotikt. asy otiattr maa 
tban this, duke of miBe;. suffer bis wife^^, 
wfaom be has awons to Attend and pso* 
tMt^ to rev^efse tbe decree of nature, aad.^ 
re^gido^ and to put on tbe babit of a. 
man, to< give to biatthaA Tt^njD piK]toGftidiir 
she must naturally e:xpect to djBSttire; 
fDombimh Don/t talk to me abouli btft 
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merit. I say, if he had not spirit to 
ward &ff danger from his wife, and to 
shew himself a. man, be had no business 
to marry me/* 

During this most interesting colloquy, 
Duke Ernest had sat hugging himself in 
his elbow chair, in a corner of the room^ 
without feeling the least disxH)aiposure, 
or any wish at all to interfere in the 
conversation^ not a tittle of which had 
produced the effect of changing, in any 
degree, his resolution as to bow he; 
should act. He inwardly vowed, that 
let the duchess scold and rate as much 
as she would, be would not move out 
to face the enemy; at the same time he 
wished not to irritate his spouse ;' and 
he considered this a proper period to 
say a word or two, not by way of justi-* 
fication^ or palliation of his apparent 
pusillanimity, for he considered that it 
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needed none/ but to soothe and conci- 
liate her highness, lest, in the early stage 
of his marriage character, she might be 
- compelled to withdraw from him some 
. part of her affection. He accordingly- 
hummed very audibly three, or four 
times, and then rising from his chair, 
advanced towards the indignant partner 
of his bed, and taking her hand, ad- 
dressed her- — '' My love, my life, my 
better half," said he—-** your accom- 
plishments come upon me with such 
force, that I am utterly unable to stand 
before them. By the Lord, and that is 
an oath of much weight and solemnity 
in my country, I will take you to the 
Fever-isle, the moment I hear from Nar-. 
cissus, and compel my obstinate old 
mother to receive you with open arms, 
and I am certain she must admire and 
love you above all creatures .in the 
world.*' 



/ 
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The duchess answered not a ir<»d, 
but cast a look of sovereign contempt 
upon .her spouse, and extri:eatiBg ber 
hand with a sudden jerk, which hurled 
his highneas half way across the room, 
she turned to General Zintzcherdisoff, 
and bidding him lead the way, ^pd 
provide her with a horse, she without 
further hesitation, followed him into the 
street, without deigning another gdanoe 
at her spouse, who stood, thunderstruck 
on the very spot whither bis wife had 
sent bim, without uttering a word. 

" The Lord have mercy upon me!" 

exelaimed the duke to himself, as soon 

he was tairly rid of , his wife and the 

.jgeneral, antJ had locked himself in the 

apaf tmeat . — '* The Lord have mercy 

;a^oa me, what a termagant I have got 

'^JUDldof! My mother, after all, seems 

to have been a little in the right, wb^n 
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9he was fio inveterate agaitrst this eateh 
of mine. A few months ago, and I 
could act and speak as I pleased ; there 
was no person who dared to call me 
cow— cow— c6w — curse the word: it 
looks ugly if written upon paper ; but 
' as somebody says in the play, 'VV bat's 
honour? Will it heal a wound ?* &c. 
&c. No, no, after all, I am of opinion 
that safety, solid security, is infinitely 
better than danger and death. The Lord 
pre^rve me from both : I was once 
very near being brought to my end, 
when my valet and 1 — away with the 
thought, it puts me quite o|tt of hu-i 
mour/' 



'•r\ 



Thus did Duke Ernest soliloquize 
while the duchess and the general sped 
their way to the square where the people 
and the soldiery were looking at each 
other with looks of unsurpassed malig- 
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nity. Th^y found that the fire which 
had alarmed them was merely a discharge 
of powder, over the heads of the insur- 
gent populace to intimidate them from 
taking recourse to acts of violence, 
which they had been continually mena- 
cing, and which must have led to the 
most fatal and extensive consequences. 

The duchess rode most gallantly at 
the head of the town guard, and sup- 
ported by General ZintzcherdizofF and 
many other officers, to the scene of the 
tumult,' and with her sword in her hand, 

^ commanded the populace to fall back, and 
instantly advancing, betwixt them and 
the Whiskerandoes, waved her hand to 
procure silence, and addressed herself 

' to the multitude with such courage and 

. energy of expression^ that in a quarter 
of an hour the whole groupe gave her 

" three hearty cheers and dispersed. 
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" You have done it nobly, madam/' 
exclaimed the general, taking off his bat^ 
and bowing in token of admiration of her 
gallant conduct. 

'' 1 have acted as it became my rank,'* 
said the duchess, guiding her horse back 
to her residence — '' and if the duke bad ^ 
done as much, I should not have had to 
blush for his misconduct. What a fool 
was I to unite myself with such a—" 

■ 

'^ Careful and illustrious consort," 
interrupted the general, and before the 
duchess replied, they had arrived at their 
destination. 

The duke was still locked iniiiaapavt- 
ment> indulging himself in reveries most 
pleasing to his fancy, when the duchess 
assailed the door apd his ears at the same 
time, with repeated blows and an exch- 
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lAatMn of -««*' Come> come, nay gallant 
spouse, yon may venture to shew your 
gracious phiz now irithout any appre- 
hension of consequences. I have dia- 
persed the danger, and have returned 
without scar, or wound, or terror, to 
congratulate you on the glorious issue 
of your galtantry by substitute !** ' 

•* Your raillery is eqii al to yourspi* 
rit, my dear duchess," said the duke, 
as he unlocked the door of the apart- 
ment — *• I am very ready to surrender 
the palm to you, for you richly Reserve 
it ; but come, love, be serious, and let 
m^ hear from you the particulars/' 

^* You may learn tbein flrom your 
general," retorted the duchess, haugh* 
tily — ^* while I disarm myself; and 
w'hen you learn to shew a little of that ' 
gallantry which is necessary to uphold a 



\ 
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man, you mny hope to gain some portion 
of that esteem^ which yOur present uil« 
worthy pusillanimity and carelessness of 
my safety, have banished from my bo- 
som/' 

So saying; she hastily brushed by her 
spouse, and passed out at the opposite 
door of the apartment, leaving him to 
gather consolation for the coQtempt from 
the oily and courtier-like tongue of the 
prudent and politic Zintzcherdizoff. 



H2 
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CHAP. VII. 



Some little insight into the character of Lady Char- 
lotte Cambray — The sentiments of the Fever- 
islanders respecting her— A tribute to the virtues 
of Narcissus-Barrings and discords — Pettish-- 
ness of age, and independence of youth — A letter 
and a journey. 



The Duchess of Whelps had no sooner 
got rid of Narcissus, than she wrote the 
epistle introductory, which the latter 
sent to Duke Ernest^ and having finished 
this task to her own satisfaction, ^she 
dispatched a servant in search of Lady 
Charlotte, whom she resolved to chas- 
tise without delay, for the rude disre- 
spect with which she had behaved during 
the visit of her father. 
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Lady Charlotte had tripped into the 
forest, upon her usual morning's ramble, 
and had made her way to the cottage of 
a poor, though industrious peasant, 
whom misfortune had pressed down 
with its heavy hand ; and who had, for 
some weeks, 'been a pensioner on her 
bounty, without which himself and bis 
family would, in all probability^ have 
perished from want. 

"Well, Richard," said her ladyship, 
as she tripped gaily into; the cottajje, for 
she had completely forgotten, by this 
time, all the rebukes of her grandmother 
and her father. *' Well, Richard, and 
how is yoiir wife this morning? I hope 
Dr. Feverden sent the medicine to her 
yesierday, as I ordered him ; and 1 hope 
your :youngest girl is getting the better 
of her illiiess.'' . . 
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*' May heaven eternally bless your 
ladyship's, charitable heart anif hand/' 
said the grateful peasant, almost suffo* 
cated by the excess of his feelings; 
•* but for your kind interference^ iliy 
Mary had by this time been snatched 
from me^ and perhaps my child ; and I 
myself been doomed to wander and ask 
my bread, perhaps of the hard-hearted 
' and the proud. Your goodness, atigelic 
lady, has snatched me from the fear of 
this degradation, and we all live to pray 
for blessings on your head/' 

-When Lady Charlotte discovered this 
fiaimily» the poor man had been thrown 
fifom a horse, and had his leg broken ; 
he was lying at an ale^rhouse,' by the 
side of the forest : some person had 
ooomuiiicated bis situation to her lady- 
shipt and her susceptible blent inmie* 
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fliately caugfat the glow of braevotence, 
and stimulated her to go in person and 
ascertain the truth of the narrative. Sht 
found his state even more pitiable than 
description had painted it. There was 
a cottage uninhabited, in the w6od$ 
thither she caused him, to be moved, otw 
dered a skilful surgeon to set the ihK> 
tared limb, sent to the . neighbouring 
town for his wife and family to nurse 
liim^ and gave them ample means of 
supports In a few nights, the poor 
woman, through excessive fatigue, was 
taken in premature iabour, and roust 
ha^re died b«it for an uncommon ex- 
ertion of medical skill; the infant pe« 
riabed) Hie mother, afiier a severe strug<« 
gle, was restored, and the ftimily was 
again in aa. iasproving atate of health 
and happiness. 



r- 



Lady Charlotte never failed to make 
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her. morning visit to this seat and iscenc 
of her benevolence, to give some token 
of ber charity to the grateful residents* 
Was it to be wondered at, that the Fever- 
jslianders should love this lady ? Is it 
matter of any astonishment, that they 
should have looked forward with all the 
eagerness of hope and. joy, to the pro- 
bable time, when, according to the course 
of nature, and the law of the island, the 
possession of the manor should devolve 
upon her? No:~the poor hailed the pros- 
pect as-tbe commencement of a political 
millennium, when trouble and penury 
should be banished from the estate ;^and 
the richer tenants anticipated an age of 
unlimited enjoyment of glory and. pros* 
perity : for none would admit the possi- 
bility that the hand which was ever open 
to the calls of sweet pity,. couW-at any 
time be extended to oppress or en- 
slave. 
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' These anticipations wer^ built upon 
the certain conviction that the iHustrious 
Narcissus could not live for- ever. 
<* Would it please heaven/V the. Fever- 
islanders were unanimously wont to say, 
^^ that our Narcissus could be immortal^ 

m 

we would wish no other lord of the 
manor; but as he must> woe to tell, like 
all other mortals, die, it is matter of 
high consolation^ that we can look to 
the prospect of a successor so well 
worthy to sit upon his seat, to perpe- 
tuate his benignant measures, and: to 
extend the glory of his presidency to 
the instruction, the advantage, the won- 
der^, and the admiration of ages which 
are yet unborn V* , 

Lady Charlotte was engaged in the 
heavenly office of dispensing her bene- 
volence, when one of the pages of the 
duchess made bis appearance, with a 

H S 
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me«fii^e from bk nustreBs^ desiriog .. her 
kdy9bip'8 immediate presence at the 
cattle. The orders of the servaot were 
.piereoiptory, for as sooo as be bad 
.delivered his errand, he stood, ccmirary 
to usual form and cttstom, waiting for 
some reply to his message, without 
being daunted or discomposed by the 
astonififaed looks of Lady Charlotte. 

^ Well, you have delivered your 
amMMge^ and you need not wait,*' was 
ihe reply which her ladyship gi^ve, after 
some abort pause. 

*f Youf ladyship wiU pardon me/' 
returned the page, *' but I am ordered 
to take your ladyship back to the castle 

with me/' 

■ 

«< Totaiie m^fanck, fello«r/' K»cfti»4 
Lady Chadotte, 4Mrtiiig »^k of Jniiu 
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^«d M9|^r and oovtiempt ftt the trembloig 
msttfUkt^^ Gat you gone to jour tnis« 
tiCM, aod, tell bger I bImU come when I 
have fiaiahed my walk/' And saying 
tbi/i» W ladyahip turning away from 
the page, and addressing herself to 
Richard, asked him '^ if be would pro- 
tect her 60m ike perjSe^iiition of a me- 

** PMteet your ladyship,'' exclaim.^ 
Richard^ who was sufficiently recovered 
t^elride vigorously towards the door-^, 
^* Ay, will I^ and to the very last drop 
of my blood too ; and ill Juck foUow th^ 
Fever->islander who would liot be proadL 
to lay down his life for yi>u/' 



/ 



The page, who had stiU remained 
Iwking about her ladyship even after she 
had given him the rebuke, no sooner 
heard the menace, and saw the looks and 
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attitude of the peasant, who had seized 
his crintcb, and was most terrifically' 
brandishing it above his heady than, 
without waiting for more words, he 
suddenly turned on his heel, and made 
a rapid movement towards the <castle. 

'^ The scoundrel,'^ said Richard, as he 
saw the dependant trudging home\viird» 
precipitately, " had he stayed squinting 
rb'und yotir ladyship three minutes 
more, I would have tried the 3trength 
of my wooden horse across his pericra*- 
niuifi ; and, for fear the sneaking rascal 
should again ofiFer to shew your hdy- 
ship any molestation,' I will see. your 
ladyship alt the way to the castle, if it }b 
your pleasure to go that w^y, and if not, 
my humble services shall attend your 
ladyship wherever you may please to 
walk/' . . 
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Lady Charlotte felt restored and 
cheer^ by the grateful peasant's: alacrity 
and zeal in her service ; for although she 
knew full well that the servant had 
acted according to the orders of his 
mistress, and that the utmost efforts of 
her protector could not avail to rescue 
her from the anger of the duchess, and 
whatever consequences might ensue 
from it, yet she was too gay of hearty 
and her disposition was too lively and 
sanguine to allow her to dwell much 
upon this as a subject of gloom and 
despondency. 

** I thank you, my good friend," re- 
turned Lady Charlotte—'* for your kind 
offer, and shall certainly avail myself of 
it, as I walk to the castle, for I have 
no wish to endure a repetition of such 
an insult to my rank, as that which I 
have just been doomed to receive." 



\ I 
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Ricfaanl expressed tire pleasnte he 
felt in being able t6 prove hui ^fide* 
Uty to her, and hejr lad^rship moved to 
the eastle, followed at a humble dm^ 
tance by her guardjan^ whoee eyes ivere 
directed to every part of the forest, ia 
search of any object which might me- 
aace the progress of Lady Charlotte, and 
thus give him the <^>portiiiiity of ^gna* 
ISBiB^ himself io her defence. 

They had just tamed an angle of tlie 
fiH^esty which was somewhat more abrafit 
than usual, when Richard suddenly 
espied the very page who had befare 
been lurking about, secreting himself 
behind a thick oak near which lay tbe^ 
path. Without appearing to notice the 
spy, as if by accident, he quickened his 
Sftep, and came within a pace or two of 
Lady Charlotte, and just as th^ aff* 
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rired at the place of the fellow's coq« 
cealment, Richard made a spring to the 
spot, and seizing the intruder by the 
oeck^ dragged him forth. ^ 

Finding himself in the severe gripe of 
his enemy^ the oienial dropped upon bis 
knees Selbre 'Lady Charlotte, and iti« 
treated that be might he allowed to 
^escape unpunished, declaring that be 
bad only acted by oomfliaod of the 
duchess, to whom he dt4 not dare to 
teturh withbiit aceosoplishing tlie ob- 
ject of his errand, and taking back with 
him her ladyship into the presence of 
his mistnesB. He ¥0wt4, bow^evef, if 
her ladyship would order him to be die- 
cbarged^ that, at aU risks and ba- 
.zards, he would make the best of bis 
.way to the castle alone, and would de- 
lii/ier to the ducba^a i^y message What* 
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ever with tvhich her ladyship) tnigbt 
chuseto entrust him. 

Lady Charlotte felt that to punish the 
servant for obeying the orders of his 
mistress, would be most impolitic as 
•well as most unjust ; she therefore desired 
Richard merely to detain him until she 
had reached the castle, without offering 
him any violence ; and as soon as be 
was assured that she had safely reached 
her destination, to give the creature 
liberty, and leave him to shift for himself 
as well as he could. 

Richard complied^ and Lady Char- 
lotte, after receiving the servant's thanks 
for dealing so leniently with hint, and 
bis repeated assurances of future attach- 
inent to her person and devoted ness to 
her interests, set forward towards the 
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castle, where, after a walk of about 
five^ininutes, she safely arrived, and 
was proeeeding straight to her apart- 
ment, when, in crossing one of the gal- 
leries, she was met by the duchess her- 
self. 

'^So! so! madam!'' returned the 
duchess, the moment she. saw Lady 
Charlotte, " you have returned to the 
castle at last I Pray come with, me . to 
my chamber, for I want to have a Jittle 
conversation with you on the strange- 
ness of your behaviour, alike disdreditable 
to yourself and me.** 

Saying this, without allowing Lady 
Charlotte a moment's time for reply, the 
duchess laid hold of her by the arni, and 
led her through the whole suite of apart- 
ments which intervened betwixt the 
gallery and her own, while her Iwlyship, 
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without offering the least resistance to 
the violence, secretly re>rolved in her 
mind in what nuinner it would be most 
becoming to reply to the iaterrogatcmes 
which she antipipated« 

Lady Charlotte, first of all, weighed the 
situation and rank of the dilchess^ which 
placed her so high, according to dw 
statutes and fbrms of the island, as td 
render it dangerous for any individual to 
offer her grace any direct insult. At 
the same time^ thought her ladyship, 
that the law protects her from receiving 
injury, ought it not to prevent her from 
offering it ; and if she does offer it, is not 
siich an act a virtual justification of reta- 
liatory measiures ? Reason answered the 
qu^tion in the affirinative ; and adde^ 
that laws were only to be observed so long 
as they were in unison with reason and 
with equity/ Besides her ladyship cidled 
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' to mind her own rarjt and dignity in the 
island, which were very conspicuous* 
and were fenced round with most pecu- 
liar enactments, to prevent them from 
being attacked with impunity. < Pride 
here came to her ladyship's assistance^ 
«nd brought forward such powerful ar« 
p f uinetits to prove that she ought to keep 
' np a character of independent dignity^ 
and not tamely to submit to insult^ that 
by the time she had reached the apart-- 
ments of the duchess. Lady Charlotte 
had made up her mind itoi to brook any 
officious interference with her coiukict^. 
not even firom her grac^ bemlf, 

^ Now, madam^^' demanded the du- 
chess, in a most haughty and imperioos 
tone of voice, " inform me bow you can 
justify your disrespectful treatment ct 
your father and me, during his late visit ; 
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and do not think that I^hall pass lightly 
over the affair." 

i And here the duchess had recourse to 
her snuff-box, to which she applied with 
such violence^ as to raise a cloud about 
her, of such strength of odoriferous fra- 
grance, that it was some minutes before 
Lady Charlotte could cease sneezing, 
and make an answer r-*- 

^^ Madam/' said her ladyship, as soon 
as she was a little composed^ and sum- 
moning all her native dignity to her aid, 
'* I am disposed to pay respect both to 
your grace and my father, so long as I 
find I am r^pected ^by both ; but when 
you cease to treat me with a proppr de- 
gree of decorum, it is then that I feel 
myself absolved from the duty of pay- 
ing deference, which is no longer war- 
ranted/' 
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*^ Mercy on me,. Miss Pert!" cried 
the duchess, " is this your language to 
me ? Well, then, since you are not to be 
won to good behaviour by any kindness 
which r Clan shew you, I tell you I have 
your father's authority to use measures 
of a severer aspect/' 

*' As to kindness, madam,*' returned 
Lady Charlotte, "jou have not endea- 
voured to win me by any such means ; 
and if my father has so far forgotten his 
own dignity and . mine, as to menace: 
severer measures, I am determined to 
resist th«m." 



- » 



" You are, madam prateapace, are 
you ?" vociferated the duchess ; " you are 
determined to resist them, eh ? And this i 
is the kind of language you think proper 
to hold with me — with oie^ the Duchess 
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of Whelps ! Very well, madam, then 
we'll see — ^yes, yes, we*H see which will 
avail most, my menace or your's. ril 
lock you up, you ungraeious hussey, 
I'll lock you, up— I will~I will/' 

" Madam," returned Lady Charlotte, 
"you shall use force to lock me up; 
and if you do use force, I will do all I 
*can to rouse the Fever-islanders to come 
to my rescue; for perhaps your grace 
has forgotten^ in the midst of your haste 
and anger, whom I am/' 

** You, you, you !'* responded the 
duchess. " You are a saucy little bag- 
gage, that is what you are; and as for 
the Fever- islanders, if they dare to come 
9md shew any of their airs about- my 
castle, it will be bad enough for some 
of them, rU warrant: so now, miss^ if 



yf^ wish to avert my anger, get dowo 
upon your knees this very moment, and 
express your contrition for the past." 

** I am little accustomed to express 
that which I do not feel/' said Lady 
Charlotte, in a- resolute tone; " and be 
assured^ madam, if your grace is so ready 
to forget my dignity, I shall not lose 
s^ht of it, nor degrade it^ by humbling 
myself before any person. And now, 
if your grace has done with me, allow 
m^^^ request permission to retire to my 
chamber as i^on as may be/' 

** Your assurance is intolerable," 
cried the duchess; ^' but Til find means 
to lessen it, and to reduce you to obe- 
dience. Get along to your chamber; 
and mind me, miss, see you do not leave 
it again until i send for you. However 
I shall set a person to watch over you. 
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while I go in search of your father ; and , 
let me tell vou, miss^ that when I re-- 
turn, you may perhaps not find my an- 
ger quite so light and so contemptible 
as you seem to imagine it now. TU 
find a way to bring you down, Vl\ war- 
rant!" 

Lady Charlotte stopped to hear the 
oonclusion of the sentence, and then 
turning round to the dq chess, without 
uttering a word in reply, dropped a 
most formal curtesy, and, immediat^^ 
made the best of her way to her apart- 
ment, determined, without delay, to ad- 
dress a letter to her father; which, al- 
though it might produce no kind of 
alleviation of her situation, would he in- 
teresting and important, inasmuch that 
it would shew to him that she consider- 
ed herself under the protection of the 
laws and usages of the m^nor, and that 
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sbekiiew herpjvn dignity ami iooportr 
QDcein rtie. estate,, ?iod wasdetecmipod 
not silently to jallow ihem to be .infri^ngr 
ed, nor to endure anj thing which ^he 
considered an unbecominjg insult^ with- 
out making a forwj^ljp^oti^st against it. . 

* 9 

. Sbe accord^^y, sat . herself dowA te 
her wntiag^tabJer Mnd f^ithout nwch ^er 
sitaJtioi), peniied tthe foUo^i^g UtUx to 

N<aroisau9. t • . > 

« .... 

^^ ** JQjear ^tben— rif lyoucpqAmissio^ied 
'' Oi^y jgraqdoaotber to endeavour Xq use 
^* austere xni$?sures with me to make xda 
f< bumble, ^nd to call bar posterity kind? 
*' ness ; if <youj^ve^ her; authority; to 
" waive all i respect fonayr^cj^arac ter and 
^^ r^i^k^'^Ad to .treat me as unceremoni- 
" ously as she would one of her waiting 
** women ; if you have desired ^rr to 
»' 4eprj ve me, first of my ^pmt^ and then 

VOL. I. • I 
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" of my liberty, you have taken a wrong 
" method either to niake ine love you, 
" or to respect her, I have feelings 
«• which require to be consulted and ac- 
** conimodated as well as she has, and 
•* you have ; and 1 am sure you would 
** consider me a disgrace to your family 
**' and your name, if you supposed me 
**; iso mean as td submit to such arbi- 
** trary conduct without resistance. 
" This, be assured^ I shall not do. 
.^ Whatever harsh steps are taken with 
** me, they must be carried into execu- 
^' tion by force; and as far as I have the 
^* power, the tenants of the manor shall 
** be acquainted with all your proceed- 
^^ ings, and they shall judge between us, 
** and 1 rely confidently on the result. 

■' '^Charlott|;.*' 

< 

' By one of her own pages she dispatch- 
ed this letter to Richard, with lostBUM 
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tions to bim to get it forvrarded to her 
father imaiediately, and having done 
this, she felt a degree of satisfaction to 
which she had before been a stranger, 
^nd looked forward to all the possible 
consequences of tbe anger of her father 
and her grandmotberj with a conoiposttw 
which was not to be surpassed. 

In the mean time^ the duchess, pro^ 
Toked almost to madness by tbe obsti« 
nate contradiction of Ladjr Charlotte^ 
vented hei^ spleen and ill nature upon 
all her attendants. Waiting women, 
pi^s,.and footmen alternately felt the 
effects of her ill-humour, which fell in« 
discriminately upon all. ** Am I/' said 
she to herself-^^^ I who have lived till 
these years in high rank and e^osidera- 
tion to be np^w treated in this way by 
a young chit who is not arrived at 
years pf discretion ? ^Ko, no, Til take 
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'ptetty decisive tneastites to punish the 
'toucy hussey, and to prevent any sncfh. 
treatment in future, or %ye and bye, I 
shall loste all ray dignity iand conse- 
qufence, and be accounted of.no more 
note or weight in the 'manor, than atn 
'^old woman who sells her Apples at the 
corners of streets/* 



^ Thus did the duchess talk to herself; 

*^thus did s^he fume and fi-et, for upwards 

bf an hour after Lady Charlotte had left 

Irer; and, having worked herself up to a 

^itch'of indignation and fury which 

tobcked all kind of controul, she order- 

*ed her principal female Attendant to pre- 

npirife hefeelf to accompany hen and di- 

4*c1rcd a carriage to he got ready with 

aTP expedition to conrey them to the 

i^sldehce of Naircissus ; for the duchess 

fhwardly made a vow not ^o lie down 

in her bed until she had condert^d with 
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her son some mode of reducing the 
termagant spirit of his daughter, and 
teaching her to behave herself to her 
betters with tl^^t degoi^uin. and respect 
of which she seemed at present practi- 
cally to know sa very little. 
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CHAP. Vlli. 



Jfareiuus m the dumgp-^cmethmg ahaui e&nsci^ 
ence^ wkUh may er My not he reUwaU'^An 
hfpotkeii$'^VitU ^ the dueheeSf ami iu retuli'^ 
A timr prqjeeteA-^A hU tf a eecrei, tmd m dM' 
propartiimoi 



Wheit the Duchess of Whelps ar* 
rived at the manor house^ Narcissus was 
very fortunately alone; and perhaps, 
what was equally fortunate^ his highness 
was not in the best temper imaginable. 
He had just been reviewing some little of 
his past conduct, and this shews that the 
greatest of men, notwithstanding they 
are in general so entirely surrounded by 
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all the pleasures and gaieties of life, have 
their nioments of reflection; yi^hen coq« 
science wakes and goads them for the 
follies or vices of which they have been 
guilty. Although the illustrious pnes of 
the earth are so high and so puffed up with 
consequence, that we are told even a cat 
must not mew at them ; yet that littU 
sharp monitor which heaven has im- 
planted in every human breast, pays very 
little courtesy at the shrine of greatness^ 
but will and does just as soon prick the 
mighti^t as the meanest of the crea- 
tures of Providence. ^ 

What might have been the exact tenor 
of the thoughts of Narcissus at this mo- 
ment we pretend not to assert. — The 
author only presumes to state the ex- 
ternal words and actions of those of 
whom he writes; his cognizance ex« 
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not to the heart. Pefhapt N%f- 
d^Mis'h^d been pondering u^>on his 
tyesltment of h» itmocent wife, of her 
'il^hotn he had begtrited from a- foreign 
shtrre', afid brought into a landof streii^' 

• IT 

^ffe, and then, fn -Viefation of his vow* 
aW! 'hfe dirty, had* deserted hefv t»* 
ddbirietf her to as* mftifch of igtiomfny » 
bi* -cdtild ^heap upon' her. PeHiap$ h& 
^scllKrig'to mind' politica) promisiest 
which her had with as little eonsdeii'*- 
, tf6tisheds^bfdken r arid of tb^ttistfti^ 
whfeh he** bad 1>fOUgM iipbrf the Fe»r»^ 
islo, by continuing about iiis person ad^ 
visers, \dio were in general obnoxious 
fi* <he tenants, because they had been 
dtWected^ in the eommissioa of maJ- 
jJractices which had a tendency ta in^ 
jwe the character and lesstn the value* 
oPth^ estate, and whom the ifeputies 
cfthe'toanor hatdt)nce pronounced to be- 
very unworthy of the confidence which 
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Narcissus reposed in them; Pethapk^-^] 
but we will go to more certaia OMttei^. 

No soooer had the duchess entered 
the room thau she^ threw herself down 
upon a sofa, and taking out hdr snuff* 
box, began most plentifully to regale 
her nose, not omitting to bespatter Ifer 
costly garments with a due portion 6( 
the pulverized essence, and this to Nar« 
cissus was as pfafn an indication * of 
something wrong, as if he had heard her 
orally declare that it was soj- he accdrd« 
ingly stroked bis face ou tin to a more than 
ordinary letigth, sighed very deeply and 
then gradually approached theducbess, 
and when he had advanced within hal^ 
a pace of the sofa, according to due 
fbrm of filial politeness^ he offered to 
take her hand: 

The duchess^ however^ snatched awajp 

I 6 
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her hand the tDomeDt it came in contact 
with that of Narcissus, and very em^- 
phatically exclaimed—*' What with my 
son .Ernest, and your daughter,. Narcis- 
sus, I. 9jm alpiost plagued out of my 
reason; and if you do not take your 
young hussey in hand, I am determined^ 
once for aU, to give her up out of my 
tuition and custody/' 



'* What, in the name of heaven has 
happened now, my dear madam?'' asked 
Katcissus, in a tone of apparent con- 
cern and wonder. 

. ** What has happened ? Why enough 
has. happened to turn my poor old 
brain,*' responded the duchess, and then 
she began to relate all the csreumstan^es 
with which the reader i» alres^ ao 
quainted, relative to the behaviour of 
Ladjf^Ch^rlotte Cambrayi colouring the 
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whole according to her taste^ and inter- 
larding the narrative with a gre^t deal 
of new matter with which it is not ne- 
cessary that the reader should be ac- 
quainted, and winding up the whole 
with a most violent philippic against 
saucy and disobedient children and 
grandchildren, and an assertion that she. 
had not suffered so much in the rearing 
of all her own lawfully begottlen sons 
and daughters (and by the way they 
had been a little difficult to manage) aa 
she had by this one plaguey girl of 
Narcissus. 

, Narcissus listened to the whole very 
patiently, and then modestly enquired of 
his mother what she wished him to do. 
The duchess, in brief, told him that 
nothing could tame a shrew but casti« 
gation^ <on^nemeitt, and fasting; and^ 
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^8 his daughter ^^ei'tainly had all the 
qualifications bf one of these Indies, he 
must either sanption such modes of 
treatment, or tak6 her home and niaDage 
her as he would. 

This was what' Narcissus could not, by 
any means, consent to ; seeing, amongst 
other objections, that there might be 
many ladies admitted to high rule and 
consequence in the manor-hbtrse, whOde 
^xatnples ancl characters did not pecu* 
liarly suit for the imitation of a y6ung 
lady of high rank and expectations such 
as Lady Charlotte ; he therefore, without 
hesitation, gave, his mother full power 
and authority, under bis oV^n hMd, (for 
she woiiiiinot be satisfied with his l^are 
word,y to use coercive iheasures, to bring 
tllis uiihianageable daughtq|^ to a due 
rfeiisfe cff the respefct she owed to those- 



\ 
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who had been entrusted wHh the care of 
her. ^ • 

When the duchess had gained this 
point, she was a great deal more eom*- 
posed, aild tonsented to stay and dine 
with Narcissus, which was always a 
token that she was well pleased ; and 
after she had taken her meal, she ordered 
her carriage^ and drove homewards, not 
a little elated with the success of her 
mission, atid vowing that Miss Pert 
sliould soon feel the power with which 
^e was vested, and which should be 
applied with such judicious rigour, as 
very' quickly to produce the most bene- 
ficial results. ' 

a 

In the mean time, Narcissus, who 
began to tirewDf the sameness of the gay 
scene around, and had for some ^yeeks 
wished to get a little out of the troubles 
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and plagues which seemed to muItipVy 
about him, in the heat of the momeDt, 
while the wine gave to him a fictitious 
gaiety, planned an4 determined upon a 
journey through the island, to take a. 
little sporting diversion, and to honour 

some of the principal of his tenantry with 

< 

his presence at their dwellings, to par- 
take of their hospitality. 

There was one tenant in particular*, 
called Hartshorn, who wa^ more thad 
any of the others a favourite with Nar- 
cissus; and that perhaps more on ac» 
count of a comely wife which he pos- 
sessed,, than of any qualifications to 
command esteem, which belonged to 
himself. This spouse of Hartshorn 
bad, by some means, contrived to make 
great progress in the favour of Narcissus,, 
in so much tKat she had an influence in 
his maMion, and in the island in general» 
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which no one else could boast ; but as 
to what she yielded to Narcissus in re- 
turn for all this favour and . influencei 
narrators differ very widely, both in as- 
sertion and opinion* 

It is not necessary here and now to 
go into all the merits of this matter, 
seeing that the connection, good or bad, 
commenced long before the period of 
this history, and consequently cannot 
correctly come within, the author's 
cognizance; it is sufficient for his pur- 
pose to state the fact of the acquaintance, 
and to say^ that it led to a resolution 
now to visit the residence of this Harts- 
horn in the country, with the avowed 
design of rusticating^ f(xt a short ttyne, 
and sojourning away from the toils and 
follies of high life. 

Mahony, who was always delighted 
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at the idea of a country ramble, seconded 
the {Hoposal of Nah^issus with such 
ardour, and descanted so feelingly upoft 
the propriety of recreation after toil, 
and the necessity of indulging in a little 
change of this description, fb keep the 
faculties of the mind in good tune and 
order, that Narcissus felt his rising de- 
sire for the journey rapidly grow ipto a 
determination to carry it into immediate 
execution, while the summer shed its 
beauties around the landscapes of tbe 
Fever-isle. 

•*^ And when,-' asked Mahony, ^* is it 
the pleasure of your highness that pre- 
paration sliouid be made for your jour- 
ney }'* And Mahony looked most anxi- 
ously in the &ce of his master, to 
catch something like* a glimmering of 
the nature of the reply which was to 
follow. 
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Karei^iis relapsed into a deep study 
for some mifiatcs, during which hope, 
dtooht and fear alternately pfedominated' 
in the bosom of hii ^icmBdeftt, who hated 
to see Narcissus serious for a single 
iflomeBt, lest wisdom should by any ac- 
ddent pop into hfe- brain : and he knew 
f»H well/ that the mdmisnt 6he fbund a' 
residence tfhere, he must needs surrender ' 

• • • r 

the in6tience he had acquired. 

At length his master, raising his eyes^ 
ffom the grocrhcf, <in which- they had m-*' 
vduntan)^ fallen, looked fuli in the fkce 
ofMahony^ and 3ffter a short pause, re- 
plied, " Why, my boy, we will start 
next week, as I would fain hope that I 
shall have a little more leisure now than 
I have bad fbr ^ome titne past. Oh, 
Mac,** (fbr thu* did Natcissus femiliatly 
cfrll his confident when he was in good 
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humour,) " I have had much toil and 
trouble lately — great trials of my intel- 
lectual strength ; and if I had not been 
endowed with a g#od portion—-^'' 

Mahony knew perfectly well when to 
throw in a word with effect; and. this 
was one of the opportunities which 
Narcissus most kindly threw in his way, 
in order that he might make a suitable 
response. He made a brief pause after 
the word ** portion/' and shook his 
head v^y emphaticallyt while Mahony^ 
without any hesitation or difficulty^ 
gracefully threw in his complimentary 
fire. 

" Yes, Sir," interrupted Mabony^ 
^^ if you had not been blessed with a 
superabundant portion of intellectu^ 
strength^ egad, I don't know what 
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would have become of the Feveivisle, 
not I. I fancy we must all have gone 
down in the general * wreck of matter/ 
as Cato says/^ 

Narcissus looked very condescendingly 
at his Batterer, and smiled most cour-- 
teously^ as if tO'Say, '^ You are a shrewd, 
clever, ^^4 mos^ useful follower!" And 
Mahony understood the language of the 
look, and in a courtier-like manner, 
made a bow of gratitude^ in reply. 



**. Mlabony,'' said Narcissus-r^* I say, 
Ifahony ; c^ine, come nearer ; V\l let 
you into a b|t of a secret ; but you must 
be very close ; very close indeed^ Mac ; 
silent as— as— as— what ? Why silent 
as a dumb waiter! D— '-n me, you 
must not whisper it to yourself in bed.** 

Then did Mahony ipake a most pro- 



• 
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found, bow, even to the very ground, 
arid, laying his hand upon bi« left breast, 
and lifting his eyes most devoutly to the 
ceiling of the room (the substitute for ■ 
heaven) he swore by all that was holy 

and honourable, that whatever his gra- 

• • • 

clous master entrusted to his keepiiig) 
should be kept as close concealed ftotEk 
the knowledge of' alt the WMd, m 
tongue couM keep it; 



' • < 



Nai^ci88U8 upon this drew Mahony 
very close to him, and^ in a half-whisper, 
asked, if he knew the reaaoa why t%e 
Duchess of Whelps was iUPvelty mueft 
enraged against his brother Ernest, and' 
his new duchess, and why she refused 
td receive fhem ? • -. 

• • • • • . 

Whereupon Mahony shook his head 
very eloquently, and lest the shakings 
should not be understood, added the 



r 
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simple taOAOdyllable <'4iq V <' Wby tkeh 
lil tell yoti," replied Narcisdus — " bat 
as you hope for salvation here and tere- 
after^ be mum* Yoo stupid dog^, whgr 
my brother Cantab was to hav^e had iier» 
to be sitre. My. mother had made u|> 
the match with such pains and laboar, 
for you know Cantab is her favourite, 
and she could not bear Ernest, and she 
had written to all her relations on the 
subject, and it was considered as a done 
thin^ till the young dudhess clapped 
her eyes upon Ernest, and thee, what- 
ever he said to her nobody can tell, but 
ao^mehow or other, th0 bairgain, from that 
very momeot,^ was completely off. And 
'do you know, Mac^ what foUenv^ iipon 

this r* 

Mabony, of course^ answered in the 
negative, and Narcissup resiimed^'^ Why 
the dlichess wrote a long letter to the 



^ 
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young duchess, and told her what a set 
of companions Ernest had, wenches iand 
wild chaps, and advised her, as she va- 
lued her own pesice of mind and happi- 
ness, not to have any thing to say to 
him: and she threw out a hint or two 
also about her fickleness in first chusing 
to have Cantab, and then changing to 
Ernest ; and told her this was what was 
usually caUed coquetry, or something 
like it, and God forgive her if she judg- 
ed harshly, but she never thought well 
of those who were guilty of it; and s» 
for her marrying Ernest, if she was bent 
upon such SEt wild-goose scheme, she 
thought it nothing more than right to 
tell her tllat she never would consent to 
any such thing ; and if this marriage did 
take place, she would never countenance 
ft, nor receive them at her mansion, 
they might depend on it/' 
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At this part . of the recitaf, Mahony 
held- up bis hands with much appear^ 
ance of wonder, and exclaimed — ** Then 
the duchess would have been willing 
that Duke Cantab should have had. the 
lady, provided there had been no altera- 
tion in her opinion of him/' 

** Exactly so,'* returned Narcissus — 
^^ and sorely has it gulted the old lady 
that her interdiction produced so little 
effect ; and a devil of an outcry has she 
made about it, writing letters to all the 
worlds and finding terrible fault both 
with Ernest and the duchess. For me^ 
although she hs» tried hard to bring me 
into the quarrel^ I have hitherto contriy- 
/ed to keep myself pretty clear ; for I see 
^o necessity for kicking up such a dust 
about it. If they like each other, why 
in God's name should they be sepa- 
rated ?'' 
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? 

^^ Your bigbfie^ aiwsiys ju^g^s iibe- 
Irally and benevolo tlj/' exclnioied Ma^ 
rhany-^^' but fi^w are so geuerotis wd 
enlifgi^teoecl as you are. I peifec% ag^ee 
*\n yo$iT bighness'a opiniod, and think 
.(he duke end duchess ouglit most as- 
suredly to be fotgiven-^if you^ think 

so/' 

1 

Th^ saving " if" was of great benefit 
to Mabony in this instance, for Narcis- 
-6tis bad begun to thinks hh coii^e&t 
h^ hesarded an opiniofi rather >too boki- 
Ijr, aBd was preparii^ td gi¥e him a 
eheek, when the huAble '* if" ste|^ped 
in^ find arrested the pro^dss ^f the cdi* 
.«uTe. The ocmutoiatode of NarciesM 
^ttstantlyMT^axed^ rand in lieu of (be 
aagry frown, good hutnour feo^k its sti^ 
iii>n and reigned S4]f»reme« *' Yoiu miK^C 
j^iod, M£^, and be mum,'' whispered 
he very graciously, putting his finger W 
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bis mouth, to make bis meaning more 
intelligible. 

Mabony put bis finger to bis mouths 
at the same time, by way of making a 
reply equally intelligible and emphatic^ 
•aad then laid bis band on bis beait, and 
-called beaven to deal «o to bidnaslie 
kept tlie secret. On wiiich Narciwus 
expressed himself fully satisfied, and the 
happy pair separated, the one to seek 
amusement in the charms of beauty and 
the bottle, and the other to indulge in a 
little self-gratulation on the improvement 
he had made in his master^s favour. 



^OL. t. 
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CHAP. IX. 



Domestic dalliance — Unexpected and unwelcome in^ 
trusion — Consternation — A private interview and 
a quarr^l-'-^Tke terrors of a great man-^The vor 
lour vf.a greater — Arguments against honour — 
A challenge — More /ears, and a little increase of 
manliness* 



About a month had elapsed since the 
affair of the riot in the streets of Tzell; 
and the little domestic disturbance 
which, in consequence of that circum- 
stance, had taken place, had pretty well 
subsided, when the packet from Nar- 
cissuSj containing the letter of intro- 
duction from the Duchess of Whelps, 
arrived. It had been tossed for some 
weeks upon the ocean, and the bearer of 
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it, at one time, was under no inconsi- 
derable apprehensions, as well for his 
own personal safety^ as that of his 
charge. The gale, however, had at 
length subsided, and the wonderful 
packet was placed in the hands of the 
eager duke* 

" Now, Ernest," said the duchess^ 
** now for the fulfilment of your schea)e« 
We have nicked the old duchess— com- 
pletely bamboozled her into a consent 
to our plan ; and we have nothing to do 
but to invent journies of pleasure, sure 
as we are of universal respect. But, 
Ernest, I have heard something about 
your fondness for the girls, and another 
sort of penchant which you have, and 
which is still more odious to me ; let 
me beg, that I may have no ground for 
suspicions of your fidelity to me. Don't 
go about poaching wherever we stay." 

K 2 
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Th^ duke, on this, to do away wiA 
the apprehensions of his wife, began 
fnost solemnly to swear that he had now 
no wish on earth ungratiged; that be 
considered himself the most happy of 
all men^ isinee he had obtained his dear 
duchess, and had never once felt the 
slightest inclination to go astray from 
his duty ; and he was confident that, 'for 
the future, he could pledge himself to 
the same line of conduct, without the 
least hesitation. As he concluded his 
promiset, the duke gently leaned forward, 
«nd in a tone of unparalleled affection, 
intfeated his wife to give him credit for 
the truth c^ his declarations^ swearing 
that she was to him more beautiful and 
%>ewitching than the fabled houris ^ 
Mahomet. 

Her highness found it rmpossible to 
resist such b, violent attack ftottt the ar« 
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liUery of love ; and to shew h€r gratitude 
for tbe eloquent tenderness of her spouse, 
sbe most readily bent forward to meet 
bis embrace, when at this critical mo* 
ment of mutual happiness, when eacb 
was little dreaming of any thing in tbe 
shape of interruption, the door suddenly 
flew open, and Duke Cantab stood be* 
fore tbem. 

Words would be totally inadequate to 
figure the confusion of the duke and 
duchess at this most unexpected in« 
trusion. They started back from each 
other's arms^ and both rising from their 
seats at the same moment, began to 
stammer an almost unintelligible apology^ 
and to talk most incoherently about tbe 
suddenness of the pleasure^ and their 
own un preparedness to receive their fra- 
ternal visitor. 
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' This confusion of the astonished 
pair may be attributed to some other 
cause than their situation at the in- 
stant of Duke Cantab's appearance; 
and if the reader will call to mind the 
particulars of the secret which Narcissus^ 
in a fit of extraordinary good humour, 
related to Mahony, he will, doubtless, 
-without much trouble, be enabled to 
fathom the principal source of the blush- 
ing, and stammering, and hesitating, 
and so forth, which took place on this 
occasion. Duke Cantab had certainlv 
possessed a prior <;laim to the hand of 
the fair duchess] and, in truths matters 
had gone so far, that all the arrangements 
between their two families had been 
nearly brought to a conclusion, when 
Duke Ernest^ unfortunately for the re- 
gularity of the proceeding, suddenly 
stepped in, and, by means of bis attract- 
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iveness of person, and the winning volu- 
bility of his tongue, put his brother Can- 
tab completely aside, and, in a most 
uncavalierly manner^ popped himself 
into his room. 

It may easily be conjectured, there- 
fore, that the visit of the injured brother 
was very far from pleasing, either to 
Duke Ernest or his duchess.' The for- 
mer could not refrain from calling to 
mind the unbrotherly manner in which 
he had frustrated his views of domestic 
felicity ; while the latter, feeling that 
she had in truth jilted her former ad- 
mirer, after going to almost all possible 
lengths with him, could not for the soul 
of her, muster up courage to look him 
in the fac^, or to bid her hypocritical 
tongue pronounce him welcome to her 
residence. 
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Cantab bimself, however, who had 
none of these sensations and recoUec* 
tions of m self-accusing nature, to re^ 
strain hiiti from introducing himself, 
made his bow with the utmost sang 
froidy and without hesitation^ twirling 
his cane about in his left hand, and as- 
auoiing the tnost easy and careless tone 
of voice imaginable, exclaimed-^" Ah> 
your highnesses, I am rejoic^ to see 
you. Come, come, don't look blue,, 
madam^ I have determined to adopt ike: 
old maxim, to forget and forgive, as far 
as regards yourself. With my good bro- 
ther, however, I must have a few wprds 
in private, and if it will not be taking 
too gresKt a liberty with your highness^ 
I would ask the opportunity." 

The duchess, rejoiced at the means be- 
ing offered her of escaping without more, 
ado, from, the presence of one she had 



certainly so much injuied^ replied faintly 
in tiie affirmative, and instantly made the 
best of her way to the door of the apart<« 
ment, in spite of the exclamations' of bet 
husband, who vainly reiterated — *' My 
love^ you know I have no secrets. I deis^ire 
you wiU remain here and hear it all." 

Truth to tell, the Duke felt himself 
very uneasy the moment his brother 
Cantab had made the request for a pri* 
vate interview ; for he knew the latter 
to be of a most fiery and determined 
temper, and doubted not, for a moment^ 
that be was about to demand sat isfac-^^ 
tion, or, in other words, to compel hi mi 
to stand fire; and, as he was nothing of 
a fighting man, and had not an atom'of 
the hero in his composition^ he would 
£iin have compromised the mattei^, and 
made any sacrifice in the world to a-void 
the danger of such an occurrence. The 

K 6 
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duchess, however, had completely dis- 
appeared, and it was therefore necessary 
that he should meet the issue as well as 
he was able. 

" Brother," said Duke Cantab, as 
450on as he had closed the door, and 
drawn a chair close to that of Duke Er- 
nest — ^^ Brother, although you have had 
but little consideration for the name, I 
am come for an explanationof your con- 
duct in wresting from me the female on 
whom I had purposed to bestow my 
hand. You have assailed my happi- 
ness, and now I come to seek the only 
remaining compensation/' 

" Compensation ! Compensation !** 
cried Duke Ernest, echoing the last 
words of his brother's exclamation. 
" Yes, yes, brother Cantab, I feel that 
X was not^^that is, . that I did not— -that 
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s — I could not — command myself — ^be- 
ing struck— that is, smitten by the 
charms of— of— of — My dear brother — I 
am truly ashamed — that is, concerned— 
and by way of compensation, as you 
have been so kind as to mention the 
word, I am very willing to make the 
utmost in my power, which you know 
is but weak — therefore you have only 
to name the sum/* 

** Sum !** echoed Cantab — " Are you 
mad, Ernest? Do you think money 
can ever compensate for the treasure of 
which you have robbed me ? — Can mo- 
ney restore me to happiness ? — Can mo- 
ney heal the wounds of honour ? — Can 
money — d — ^^n me, can money make 
me ?" 

" For God's sake, my dear Cantab/' 
cried Duke Ernest in terrible agitation ; 
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^' doa't put yourself in a passion. Pray 
let us talk over this business coolly, 
and I am sure you will find me very 
reasonable, and ready to do every thing 
you can wish frpm a brother — don't be 
ma passion!'' 

^' Talk of coolness to a man who is 
broiling on a gridiron/' exclaimed Can-- 
tab. ^' Talk of coolness to the devil ; but 
don't talk of coolness to me. How can 
I be cool ; didn't you step in meanly, 
just as I was going to carry off thepri^ ? 
and didn't you cheat me out of my 
hopes ? 

" Oh yes, I did, indeed \^ cried Duke 
Ernest, trembling most violently from 
head to foot, for be began to fear that be 
was in, very imminent d^anger, and deter- 
mined to try the effect of a few soothing 
words—'* 1 did — I did ; and I am ready 
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to coniess that I was wrong, very wrong ; 
and I will ipake you any apology in the 
worlds brother ; and I a~m sure you will 
not be so unreasonable as to ask ' any 
thing beyond." . 

^' But I will be unreasonable, as you 
was, Etnest ;** vociferated Cantab. " I 
will have vengeance. I am determined 
to quench my rancour in blood. I will 
have something beyond apology. Will 
apology be any atonement ? No, no ; you 
shall meet me as a man of honour." 

At these words Duke Ernest turned 
deadly pale. His hopes of escape all 
took flight together; His spirits sunk 
suddenly, like the mercury in a baro- 
meter at the approach of a dreadful 
storm r his hair rose on end ; pistols and 
bullets, and coffins and so forth, a long 
and hideous train of ghostly images 
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flitted before his mind's eye, and he 
would have given his dukedom, and his 
duchess to boot, to have got clear out 
of the scrape, without any injury. But 
perhaps, after all, this timidity might 
not be the effect of cowardice, or any 
fear of death, but the horror which ac- 
comp^nied the idea of meeting a brother 
on such a gloomy business ; and as Duke 
Ernest had commenced reforming him- 
self under the instructions of his wife, 
he might have acquired a few. lessons of 
a religious nature, and have jiewly gained 
some useful information towards pre* 
venting the stings of conscience. What- 
ever might be the cause, the effect was 
the satne : there was a most palpable 
convulsion of the whole system of Duke 
Ernest, which prevented him from mak- 
ing use of his tongue to give an audible 
reply to his brother. 
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Duke Cantab, however, had no scru- 
ples of conscience whatsoever. He had 
come hither for the avowed purpose of 
avenging himself upon Ernest, and he was 
determined not to be diverted from his 
object. He accordingly raised his tone 
of voice, and in a most perenaptory man- 
ner, demanded the cause of his brother's 
hesitation, adding — " have you carried oflf 
my Helen, and like Paris do you want 
courage to retain her >'' 

" Retain her!" exclaimed Duke Er- 
nest, deriving a ray of liope from the idea 
that his brother after all only wanted the 
duchess.—" Why, brother, as I have 
been so criminal — that is, so cruel to 
you, would it restore you to good hu- 
mour and happiness if I were to give 
her up to you ?'* 

Duke Cantab surveyed his brother for 
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a few minutes in silent wonder and indig- 
nation ; at length the latter found words 
— *' Is it possible," said he, ** that you 
can inake^ such a debasing preposal ; or 
was the hint only thrown out as a lure I 
No, no ; I am not to be thus taken in* 
If I take the duchess, my brare brother, 
I shall first of all do her the justice to 
put you out of the way. I am deter^ 
mined to have satisfaction ; I have writ- 
ten on this card the hour and the place 
whfere I shall be ready to receive you, 
and this 1 leave for your digestion. But 
mark me, Ernest, if you fail to come at 
the time appointed, in every street and 
town of Handover will I post you as 
a coward — mind that.** 

'^ But is it not possible,'' asked Ernest^ 
calling his courage to his aid to address 
Duke Cantab, before he could get out 
of the room ; *' is it not possible to com- 
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promise this matter ? — you know I do 
• not love these extremities. Might we 
not explain matters in a friendly way ? X 
am perfectly ready to make a public 
apology, any thing you will be pleased 
to dictate, rather than endanger my bro- 
ther's safety for such a trifle." 

" Endanger my safety!*' retorted 
Duke Cantab — ^" Did you hesitate to 
take away my happiness, which to all 
men, is more precious than life ?'' 

" I beg your pardon there, brother/' 
. interrupted Duke Ernest.* " I think 
nothing in human nature is to be com- 
pared with life ; and I am' ready and wiU 
ling to surrender all my happiness at 
your desire, rather than to put your 
existence in any thing like hazard." 

'* FU have no parleying, Emeat/* 
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returned Cantab — " It is a subject 
which will not bear it. You have stolen 
my intended wife; and it is my deter- 
mination to make her a widow by to- 
morrow night, or to leave you in the 
possession of her without furthier moles- 
tation from me. Look to the card, 
Ernest, and remember I shall be punc- 
tual; and so must you, if you would 
escape the obloquy which will otherwise 
await you, and which, after all, may 
avail but very little to prevent me from 
pursuing my vengeance in a more sum- 
mary way." 

As he said these words, Duke Can- 
tab, without deigning another look at 
his brother, violently opened the door, 
and departed from the house, while the 
du^chess, who, from an adjoining apart- 
ment, had heard the whole of the con- 
versation, and was not a little delighted 
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at the thought of having a duel fought 
on her account, entered at the opposke 
door^ while the duke hastily shuffled 
the fatal card into his pocket to avoid 
her notice. 

The duchess approached the table, and 
surveyed it very minutely, from one end 
to the other, then turned over the papers 
which lay scattered about it, making 
every now and theb an excls^mation of 
surprize, while her astonished and 
alarmed spouse silently surveyed all 
her movements. At length she suddenly 
stopped short in her search, and looking 
hier husband full in the face, cried, 
" What have you done with the card ?'* 

A stroke of lightning could not have 
struck the duke more powerfully than 
did this simple question, " What 
have you done with the card ?'* He 
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looked aod coloured deeply, fumbled 
0¥cr some of the papers, as if seeking 
it, and at length, with a deep sigh, and 
a voice scarcely articulate, replied, " 1 
don't know — The card — card — what 
card, my dear duchess ? Card — card — 
card-— I doix^t recollect wkftt card/' 

" Ob, don^t ypu," leplied the ducb* 
€88^ ^^ then rU tell you ; the cs^rd which 
contains the time and place, you under-^ 
stand me, eh, Ernest? Now is your 
time to shew your affection for me. You 
must go boldly, fire at three paces di»* 
tance, and you will estabiisb your own 
character, and vindicate my honour* 
Come, come, you must look manly. 
Let's have no more shivering, but give 
me the card." 

It was evident t^hat she bad heard all. 

> 

There was consequently no hope for the 



• « ^ 

duk« whatever. With evident tieloc* 
tance^ therefore, jhe d<rew ♦ut the ob- 
noxious card, atid without daring to 
suffer his own eyes to rest upon it for 
an instant, handed it to the anxious 
diichess, who in&tantly and aloud in a 
firm voice, read, " Behind the Hotel 
Des Strangers to-morrow morning, half 
an hour before sun-rise/' 

The duke gave a loud and deep groan, 
as he beard the fatal words, and falter-^ 
iogly declared, " that he could not re- 
concile himself to the bdrrid idea of 
meeting a brother in cool blood for the 
purpose of committing murder ;'' adding, 
" my lave, <k«i't you think I must stay 
at home?'" 

• '■,•'■ 

r " At home you may -stay, but not 
with Eue !'' cried the enraged duchess-— 
*' What, refuse an honourable meeting! 
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Oh, base wretch, unworthy of the name 
of man, how much is your brother to 
be preferred ? Fool that I was not to 
have seen his merit's until this moment/' 

The duke in vain attempted to per- 
suade hef that it was the crime which 
alarmed, not any personal fears ; but the 
duchess plied her anger in such a volley 
of words accompanied by teats, that his 
highness was finally compelled to yield 
his reluctant consent to preserve the 
appointment, although he inwardly 
vowed rather to submit to the most 
humiliating terms, than run the immi- 
nent hazard he was compelled to meet ; 

and even were it needful, to prevent fatal 
risk, he resolved to throw away his 
weapon, and refuse to enter into the 
contest. The duchess, however, who 
was a pretty keen observer of her hus- 
band, read his waverings in his coun- 
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tenance, ^nd plied him during the day 
with so many reproaches of his want of 
courage, that before the time of retiring 
to rest, he had determined within him- 
self at least to wear the appearance of 
intrepidity. 
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